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On the dry but chilly evening of 6th June 
several hundred people gathered on 
Chapel Row Green to witness the lighting 
of a beacon to commemorate D-Day 80. 
The role of the US and Canadian troops 
quartered in Bucklebury before D-Day 
was recognised with a piper leading in the 
Union, US and Canadian flags. As across 
the country and on the invasion beaches 
our beacon was lit at 2115 by a World War 
2 veteran Mosquito pilot and a school 
captain from the Primary School. It was a 
splendid occasion and a fitting tribute to 
the young men who had come to 
Bucklebury, some from thousands of 
miles away,  to prepare for and then, in 
some cases, take part in the D-Day 
invasion. Many helped to make the event a 
resounding success be it those involved 
with the fabrication and installation of the 
beacon or serving the welcome hot drinks 
and cake. The event raised over £700 for 
SSAFA—the Armed Forces Charity. This 
will go towards direct help to veterans  
and serving personnel in Berkshire who 

are in need.  
 
We plan to produce a magazine about D-
Day and Bucklebury using the expertise of 
a retired Fleet St journalist in the Parish. 
The aim is to deliver the magazine with 
the Autumn edition of The Oaks. The PC 
now has a beacon which we can light to 
celebrate appropriate future occasions. 
 
Two days later there was the Best of 
Bucklebury event with a display of 
historical events in the Parish, flower and 
kneeler displays in the Church, a 
scarecrow competition and fun for all at 
the Cottage Inn on into the evening. 
Thanks are due to the Events Committee 
for coming up with such a varied and 
much appreciated programme. 
 
Owing to the wet Spring and early 
Summer the swale (Pang river relief 
channel) in the Village has been flowing 
since January. As a consequence the area 
where the swale crosses the road to the 
north of the Village has become muddy 
and slippery and a hazard especially to 2-
wheeled vehicles and pedestrians. There 
are warning signs but there is a need to 
effect a speedy solution and so the channel 
has been dammed with sandbags so 
stopping the flow and allowing the road 
surface to dry out and be cleaned. 
 
A report on the public hearings in May 
into the West Berkshire Council Local 
Plan was posted on the PC website. We 
have now learned there will be a further 
day where the Inspector will examine 
WBC’s statement of common ground with 
the NE Thatcham developers on a realistic 
timetable for the future development. You 
can be assured your PC and its consultants 
will attend and make robust challenge 
where appropriate. Whatever the outcome 
of the Inspector’s examination, when it is 
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Fighting speeding  

The Bucklebury Parish Speed Indicator Device (SID) team 
of volunteers has done a fantastic job of deploying the sign 
around the Parish. 
 
This now represents over 470,000 vehicle movements. This 
includes the new locations in Chapel Row which show these 
routes also have some issues. The bulk of motorists are 
responding to SID with the data showing the majority of the 
drivers slow down to the speed limit – but some clearly 
don’t. Sadly we have had new high speeds in our 30 mph 
zones in Burdens Heath Westbound (96mph) and Broad 
Lane Eastbound & Westbound (73mph). These are 
recorded but not displayed to avoid this being seen as a 
challenge. Many of our roads don’t have footpaths and this 
level of excessive speeding is putting our parishioners at 
serious risk – a point that has been regularly made to WBC 
and TVP. Also these speeds are occurring throughout the 
day – the recent worst example was recorded at 2:21pm on a 
Wednesday. All this data has been sent to WBC and TVP 
and published on the BPC website. WBC recently requested 
details of the times and locations of the worst incidents to 
see if they are able to provide focussed enforcement via 
TVP. Our bespoke spreadsheet has allowed us to do this 
and the information has been supplied. WBC are also 
considering if there any other measures they could offer us 
at this point. The new and existing speed awareness posters 
produced by our local schools have been refurbished, 
mounted and posted around the parish by our volunteers. 
 
The Community Speed Watch (CSW) warning signs are now 
in place and progressing with TVP. We are looking with 
help from TVP, WBC and our volunteers to see if we can 
find a less manpower intensive means to deploy CSW as the 
current TVP base model requires 3 volunteers for each 
deployment. CSW will see those who are recorded driving at 
excessive speed in the parish receiving letters or visits from 
TVP. If you feel strongly about this issue additional 
volunteers are always welcome. Please contact me direct or 
the Parish Clerk. 
 
Cllr. David Southgate. 

Fred Dawson Playpark &  
Pump Track 

The Bucklebury playpark and pump track located behind the 
Memorial Hall are facilities provided by and maintained by 
Bucklebury Parish Council. Inspections are undertaken on a 
regular basis by Councillors and where maintenance is 
identified these items are rectified as soon as possible. There 
is also an annual inspection by the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Accidents (RoSPA) and their reports are taken 
very seriously. In the past year Bucklebury Parish Council 
have replaced the toddlers swing seats and the bearings of 
the basket swing in the play park to ensure that children of 
the parish can play safely at the amenity. A picnic table has 
also been refurbished so that families can relax and enjoy the 
summer weather whilst still keeping a watchful eye on their 
children. 
 
The area is covered by CCTV and it was of concern that 
teenagers have been observed causing damage to the 
equipment which is not only an unnecessary expense to the 
parish but is also detrimental to those younger members of 
the community who wish to enjoy the facility that the 
Council have provided. We would encourage all parents to 
ensure that only younger children use the playpark, and are 
supervised by an adult. Please report any antisocial 
behaviour to the Parish Council. 
 
The pump track, located behind the playpark is a facility that 
can be enjoyed by all. However, it was recently necessary to 
resurface it due to certain members of the public not using it 
for the purpose for which it was intended causing the 
surface to be badly scuffed and the underlying foundation 
being exposed in certain locations making it unsafe for the 
younger members of our community. The Parish Council 
wish to clarify that the pump track is not to be used for 
electric bikes or remote-controlled vehicles and whilst 
wishing not to spoil the fun of our younger residents we 
would ask that push scooters be used sparingly as we have 
been advised that this also accelerates the surface erosion. 
 
Cllr. Phil Teal & Cllr. David Southgate 

News from the Parish Council 

known early in the Autumn, the PC will need to respond to 
either consultation on a modified Local Plan or comment on 
a planning application for the NE Thatcham site. 
 
Cllr. Barry Dickens 
Chair of Bucklebury Parish Council 
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Planning 

The number of applications upon which your councillors have been consulted is at an all time low.  Whilst the delay in 

processing applications by WBC is having an impact, it would appear that the economic climate is also affecting things. 

Helen Pratt—Clerk to BPC. 

Reference & Description BPC Status WBC  
Status 

23/01803/FUL—The Lodge, Bucklebury Farm Park. 
Change of use of an existing Log Cabin at Bucklebury Farm to allow a flexible use of space for 
farm workers dwelling, office space, meeting room, workshop and studio – class C3, E(c), E(d) 
and E(g). 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

23/02240/HOUSE—Well Cottage, Long Grove. 
Extension and reconfiguration. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

23/02603/FUL & 23/02604/LBC—Barn, Hawkridge Farm. 
Internal and external alterations to allow change of use of listed barn to dwelling, including erec-
tion of car port and diversion of the definitive footpath. 

Object Awaiting 
decision 

23/02694/HOUSE & 23/02695/LBC—Little Thatch, The Avenue. 
Single-storey infill rear extension with internal alterations, addition of dormer window and cov-
ered porch and replacement windows. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

24/00175/FUL—Western and Eastern Car Parks, Broad Lane. 
Proposed extension and resurfacing of car parks. 

Support Approved 

24/00279/HOUSE—Rumbles Cottage, Byles Green. 
Proposed replacement of conservatory with two storey extension and addition of two dormer 
windows. 

No  
Objection 

Awaiting 
decision 

24/00421/HOUSE—Corner Croft, Hatch Lane. 
Proposed dormer window to first floor bathroom. 

No  
Objection 

Awaiting 
decision 

24/00438/FUL—Beenham Hatch, The Avenue. 
The installation of ground mounted solar panels. 

No  
Objection 

Withdrawn 

24/00677/HOUSE—Pebbly Croft, Chapel Row. 
Demolition of existing detached timber store.  New raised roof over existing detached garage and 
1.5 storey side extension to provide annexe accommodation. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

24/00701/FUL—Ivinghoe, Stanford Dingley (Adjacent Parish) 
Demolition of Existing bungalow and replacement with a new dwelling and landscape enhance-
ments. 

Object Awaiting 
decision 

24/00877/HOUSE—Glencoe, Chapel Row. 
S73 Variation of conditions to vary conditions 3-materials, 4-EPS licence, 5-lighting design strate-

gy, 6-bat mitigation strategy and 7-ecological enhancements.  Previously approve application 

23/02773/HOUSE: Erection of single storey rear extension and external alterations to existing 

dwelling.  Erection of single storey detached garage. 

Object Approved 

24/00924/HOUSE—Bridle End, Westrop Green. 
Detached garden building to replace existing outbuilding.  Solar panel array to south roof eleva-
tions. 

No  
Objection 

Awaiting 
decision 

24/01013/HOUSE—2 Woottens Cottages, Upper Woolhampton. 
Installation of a timber shed/workshop in the garden on 2 Woottens Cottages. 

No  
Objection 

Awaiting 
decision 

24/01101/PIP—Land between The Cottage and Eden Cottage, Chapel Row. 
Application for Permission in Principle: Residential development for 1 new home at land at  
Chapel Row. 

Object Awaiting 
decision 
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At a meeting of the Parish Council in September 2023, it 
was decided to remember those servicemen that were 
billeted on Bucklebury Common prior to Allied landings in 
Normandy, these were detailed in the last edition of the 

Oaks. 
 
To mark the 80th anniversary of D-day it was decided to 
mark the occasion in a befitting manner with a bespoke 
brazier beacon that the Parish can use for other events. With 
the loss of the Coronation Oak, the parish have been 
missing a focal point and the brazier beacon can now fulfill 
this role. As such, a pair of 6ft sockets have been fabricated 
by Walcott Limited so that the beacon shaft and brazier can 
be moved to different venues as appropriate. 

The design of the beacon itself was taken from a flyer 
circulated by the government’s D-day committee, but very 

much improved and redesigned by Iain Brown to be a more 
practical, economic and robust design. A true craftsman, I 
think we all agree he made an artifact into art. 

 
The basic concept was to have a 6ft ground socket, a steel 
mast, outer brazier and an inner fuel basket. The first three 
items were to be hot-dipped galvanised after fabrication to 

prolong the life of the beacon. 
 
Using a separate fuel basket mitigated any requirement to 

add wood and fuel for the beacon while working at heights.   
If the fuel basket was filled at ground level, it could be lifted 
into position in one go during the assembly.  The brazier 
itself would be fabricated in a very traditional method of 

cold, hammered rivets and a sample was made to test the 
fixing.   
 

The parish are indebted to all those who stepped forward to 
assist: In particular OJM Farm Contracting for sending 
Andrew Gray to auger the hole and Marcus Allum who 

assisted in getting a 6ft socket into a 4ft hole without 
compromising the design – necessity is the mother of 
invention!  

Under appropriate canine supervision the socket is eventually 

at the correct level. 

The hinged socket in place. 

Installing the mast with the telehandler. 

The Brazier Beacon — 
making artifact into art 
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beacon with School Captain Ava with approximately 500 
villagers in attendance to witness the event. 
 
Allied forces cleared Bucklebury Common to be a repair 
depot for vehicles used on D-Day, with American, Canadian 
and British troops stationed in surrounding villages. Nissen 
huts left behind were ‘acquired' by displaced and homeless 
people after the war. 
 
The evening, which was organised by Bucklebury Parish 
Council, began with the arrival of American, British and 
Canadian flags led by a piper, the last carried on a Willys 
Jeep, accompanied by a second painted in the colours of the 
division of paratroopers stationed at Greenham Common, 
who were addressed by General Dwight D Eisenhower on 
the eve of D-Day.  
 
Dawn on D-Day was recalled by Bucklebury resident 
Graham Plank, who said: ‘I remember my mum coming into 
my bedroom in the early hours, telling me to look out of the 
window and the sky was black with planes.’ 
 
The beacon commissioned by Bucklebury Parish Council 
for the D-Day 80 Celebrations is intended to be seen as a 
focus for future Parish celebrations to replace the 
Coronation Oak that sadly fell down in a recent storm. 
Bucklebury Parish Council would like to thank everyone 
who gave up their time to plan, install, contribute and 
participate to make this such a memorable community 
event.  
 
Shane McGarvey &  Cllr. David Southgate 

The socket was concreted into place and is completed with a 
hinged cap so that the penetration can be sealed off when 
the beacon is removed. 

The following week the shaft and beacon were delivered by 
Iain Brown (Westcot Limited) and John Munro Ashman 
supplied the telehandler expertly driven by Matthew Price to 
complete the installation. The mast was lifted into position 
with the telehandler and with a gentle push was installed. 
The picture on the right shows the dry run to test the theory 
of the inner fuel basket. 

Final task was to fit the beacon with the appropriate fuel, 
this had to light burn with intensity but for not too long as 
the authorities would not let us leave the beacon.  The 
answer lay in suitable dry kindling, a few suitable logs and 
my wife’s old kitchen curtains to act as an accelerant. All 
that was left was to apply a disposable waterproof cover and 
then lift the filled fuel basket into position within the brazier 
using the telehandler and (below) adopt a suitable, 
workmanlike, pose.     

Cllr. Jason Allum 

The Installation Team. 

The Beacon Lighting  

Bucklebury villagers were honoured to have a World War 
Two hero in their midst as they commemorated the events 
surrounding D-Day on its 80th anniversary on 6th June. 
Mosquito pilot Jim Dearlove, who is 102 years old, flew 19 
missions over Nazi Germany, conducting daring bombing 
raids over Berlin. 
 
Along with the Deputy Lieutenant of Berkshire, Willie 
Hartley Russell, Jim was at Chapel Row and with villagers 
read the International Tribute, timed to coincide with 
readings at hundreds of events across the country. Jim then 
helped light the wand of a specially commissioned 20ft 

Dry run of positioning the inner fuel basket. 
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West Berks District  

Councillor 

WBC Councillor’s Report 

Local Plan Review 

 There was a further day of hearings in late June on the NE 
Thatcham proposed development (SP17) at the Inspector’s 
request. A good deal of time was taken up with discussion 
on ‘green infrastructure’ (GI) and secondary school funding. 
WBC now intend that a GI buffer should extend further 
down from top of the SP17 site (ie  away from Upper 
Bucklebury). The Inquiry learned there are gas and oil 
pipelines crossing SP17 which constrain where development 
can take place. The Inquiry was also made aware of a 
significant funding gap for the provision of a secondary 
school. 
 
We continued to make the point that there is still no 
consideration given in SP17 to the impact of much increased 
projected traffic levels in Upper Bucklebury and Cold Ash. 
There is still a lack of common ground between WBC and 
the developers on the need for a masterplan for SP17 to be 
written and fully consulted upon before any planning 
application is submitted. For the developers the viability of 
SP17 at 1500 homes would appear to be in question. It 
would seem the Inspector has in mind a further day of 
hearings to see if these and other points of difference can be 
resolved. 
 
Cllr. Barry Dickens 

Now the weather has finally changed for the better we will 
undoubtedly be looking forward to attending events around 
the district, many of which are run by hard working 
volunteers and need many months of preparation. We are 

often unaware of the many hours that people put in to 
ensuring we all enjoy these events and the beautiful parish of 
Bucklebury with very little recognition other than the 
satisfaction that people have really appreciated and enjoyed 

the event. One such event particularly comes to mind was 
the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day landings, a very fitting 
commemoration for such an important event securing the 
freedom of the United Kingdom and Europe. I would like 
to personally thank all the tireless parish councillors and 

other volunteers who made the event such a success. 
 
At the Parish Assembly in May I reflected on my first year as 

a District Councillor for Bucklebury Ward (which also 
includes Midgham, Stanford Dingley and Woolhampton 
Parishes) during which I have been privileged to: 

 Overview decision making by the Executive of West 

Berkshire Council as a member of the Scrutiny 
Commission and the Governance Committee. 

 Encourage early engagement through door-drop 

community questionnaires. 

 Support successful Member Funding Bids for orchard 
generation in Stanford Dingley, The 1st Bucklebury 

Guides, and the Bucklebury Speed Awareness 
campaign (and I am pushing for greater allowances 
out of the Community Infrastructure Levy fund to be 
distributed by district councillors to local volunteer 
groups, whom I believe are very effective and 

efficient on delivery to the community). 

 Continue the political push to withdraw the local plan 
to correct the disaster that will be NE Thatcham 
“new town” development (sadly overturned by 

central government minister of remote Westminster). 

 Engage with the various groups on the management 
and tidiness of The Common (engaging on anti-social 

behaviour, illegal off roading, Traffic Road Orders, 
and fly-tipping being some of the many aspects). 

 Host monthly resident surgeries for residents at 
Woolhampton village hall and Stanford Dingley club 

room. 
I would also like to start a monthly councillor surgery in 
Upper Bucklebury as I have found that residents prefer face-
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 to-face discussions on more personal or complex topics. 
 

Sadly, unprecedented pressure on council funding across the 
country has resulted in many councils declaring section 114 
notices (the equivalence of bankruptcy for a council) and an 
unprecedented number of well-run councils stating they are 
very close to bankruptcy and will have to make dramatic 

cuts to costs. Many of those, like West Berkshire Council, 
are rural authorities that are under severe pressure on their 
adult and children’s social care budgets, with dramatic 
increases in demand over the past years, especially since 

Covid, a 40 year high in inflation, and the cost-of-living 
crisis. 
 

However, the positive news from the year from West 
Berkshire Council should also be stated: 

 Neighbourhood letters informing residents of local 
planning applications have been reintroduced. 

 New Community Forums on specific themes such as 
the rural economy. 

 The Community Infrastructure Levy over charges 

issue being put right. 

 Newbury Football Club training at Faraday Road at 
last. 

 Temporary workers at the Council reduced by around 
100 (down to 170) with over £2M of savings and 
£560K saved from conversions to permanent 
employment. 

 Chair of Scrutiny passed to member of the 
Opposition – Councillor Carolyne Culver from 
neighbouring Ridgeway ward, who I was personally 
proud to nominate last year and second this year. 

 A Council Peer challenge took place – early in the 
new Administration with many useful observations 
raised and now being planned. 

 275 affordable homes delivered. 

 Opened up the Council Advisory Groups to the 
public. 

 Off street Electric Vehicle charging contract signed. 

 Developed an effective foster carer recruitment 
programme. 

Closer to home I attended the Bucklebury Common Interest 
Group in March. Many topics were discussed including the 
exciting stewardship work (including the opening of the 
heathland that has become badly overgrown, the opening of 
the gullies to become wildlife hotspots, and production of 

good quality wooded pasture in areas such as The Slade 
(where I live). More information can be found on the 
Bucklebury Parish Council website. The meeting was 
attended by diverse groups such as West Berkshire Council, 

The Parish Council, Bucklebury Commoners Association 

and the Local Access Forum and was very ably chaired by 
Mrs Helen Pratt. 
 

Finally, a few personal words on the Public Examination of 
the Local Plan that was submitted to the National Planning 
Inspector March 2023. I attended the full 2 days covering 
NE Thatcham development. Being open, I was very 

disappointed that the Council Planning Department took a 
very defensive posture to the points and observations 
raised both by Bucklebury Parish Council (on behalf of us 
as its parishioners) and also Thatcham Town Council. An 

additional day of examination of NE Thatcham will be on 
the 26th June (after I have written this report) where I will 
raise that residents expect a more “listening and 
consultative” planning department, after which the 
planning inspector will determine the soundness of the 

local plan. 
 
As always please contact me if I can help you with anything 

to do with the Council. 
 
District Cllr. Chris Read 

Chris.read1@westberks.gov.uk / 07714 081 565 
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Family 

West Berks Ballet School 

A WBBS cast of 73, including our very youngest 4-year-olds, 
danced their way expertly through The Nutcracker, on the 
stage at Arlington Arts Centre this summer half-term.  We 
had three packed houses and a glowing review in the 
Newbury Weekly News – very many congratulations to 
everyone on the stage and in the production team! 
 
Claire’s Musical Theatre & Tap dancers will be giving two 
mini-performances to end their dancing year and she is 
delighted to remind us that her ever-popular Summer 
School will be returning again… it’s ‘Oliver’ always a firm 
favourite, with performances at Bucklebury Memorial Hall 
@ 3pm on the final Friday of each week. 
 
For more details and booking, please email Claire – 
cbowden1602@gmail.com. 
 

Finally, after 35 amazing years full of fantastic & happy 
memories with WBBS, I am handing over the baton to 
Lucie’s tender hands, safe in the knowledge that the 
Cecchetti ballet legacy will thrive in her care.  Gemma will 
continue to nurture the youngest ballerinas and Claire will 
joyfully direct her amazing Musical Theatre & Tap 
productions – watch this space for next year’s major show! 
 
I wish you all a wonderful time dancing with WBBS! 
 
Jane 
 
WBBS contact details 
Ballet - Lucie:   wbbslucie@gmail.com 
Musical Theatre & Tap - Claire: cbowden1602@gmail.com 

Week 1:   
Tuesday 30th July – Friday 2nd August 

 
Week 2:   

Tuesday 6th – Friday 9th August 
 

WBBS 2024 Cast of The Nutcracker 
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the tributes. It was a very special event which we were 

proud to be part of. 
One of our favourite things to do at our unit meetings is 
Ready Steady Cook, on portable gas stoves. Ready Steady 

Cook is where we provide ingredients but no recipe and 
the Guides and Rangers have to cook a main meal. This 
year we used rice as a base and then gave each patrol 
slightly different ingredients. We had a Mediterranean dish, 
special fried rice and a curry. 

 
Two of our Guides were awarded the Valley division 
President’s awards this term for outstanding contributions 

to the unit. This is the highest award young members can 
be awarded locally and as leaders we were very proud they 
were successful in their nomination. 
 

In June we went to Girlguiding South West England's large 

scale event GLOW24 in Bristol with other local Rainbow, 

Brownie, Guide and Ranger units. There were over 70 

activities on site including climbing, den building, trapeze, 

STEM activities, inflatables, tomahawks and archery. The 

Navy and Army were also there along with some of 

Girlguiding South West England's ambassadors. The 

Guides had a fantastic time and I think we were all very 

tired on the journey home! 

If you or your daughter is interested in joining 1st 

Bucklebury Guides or Rangers, please email 

buckleburyguides@gmail.com 

Vicky Pratt—1st Bucklebury Guides 

1st Bucklebury Guides and Rangers have had a busy 
summer term. We have completed the Mayday challenge 
badge and learnt about inland and coastal water safety. We 
visited Theale Fire station, where we learnt how they 

rescue people from water and learnt some self-help 
techniques. The Guides and Rangers practised using throw 

lines and started learning about safety equipment which 
may be around large bodies of water such as life rings. We 
finished the badge with a visit to the Discovery Centre in 

Thatcham where they had to identify features around the 
lake designed to keep people safe such as signage, fences/
barriers and flotation devices. 
 

Earlier in the term the Guides learnt some DIY skills by 
building bird boxes. They learnt how to safely use a 
hammer and nails, how to use a screw driver and the 
importance of planning the order in which to attach 

different parts. They then decorated their bird boxes using 
a pyrography tool which was a new experience for most of 
them. 
 

We were honoured to carry the Union Flag at the D Day 
80 celebration at the beginning of June and to read one of 

1st Bucklebury Guides at Theale Fire Station 

1st Bucklebury Guides taking the Union Flag to the beacon 
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Bucklebury & Marlston  
Horticultural Society 

Organisations 

Members were grateful of shelter from the awful Spring 
weather and attended one or possibly both of two talks at 
the Memorial Hall on Friday 15th March and Friday 19th 
April. The first gave useful advice in caring for trees in our 
gardens. The second was an amusing personal account from 
Meri Mower describing how her keen interest in garden 
plants evolved into a career in developing other people’s 
landscaping.  With particular reference to Boxford House 
and the subsequent guided visit, which a small group of 
lucky members enjoyed on a sunny morning in May. 
 
The Spring Show on Sunday 7th April slotted into a dry 
breezy weekend, and the many visitors admired the exhibits 
which had survived the appalling weather, enjoyed a cream 
tea and relaxed on a sunny afternoon in and around the 
Victory Room.   
 
The Summer Outing this year is, as last year, a collaboration 
with Bradfield Gardening Club.  The trip is to two gardens 
near Guildford (details in the schedule) on Thursday 27th 
June.  The outing is fully booked, but members wishing to 
join the waiting list will need to liaise with Tony Powell. 
 
Reduced price visits to RHS Gardens at Wisley can be 
achieved using our Affiliated Society 50% discount card, 
which is held by Wynne Frankum. 
 
The Summer Show is on Saturday 6h July in the Victory 
Room and our Autumn Show at the same venue on 
Saturday 7th September.  Full details are in the schedule.  
Take a good look to see if you can plan to stage a few 
e n t r i e s ,  y o u  c a n  n o w  e n t e r  o n  l i n e 
(www.buckleburyandmarlstonhorticulturalsociety.org.uk).  
Visitors are welcome during the afternoons.  Refreshments 
will be available and there is no charge to see all the 
wonderful exhibits. 
 
The Century Club now lives up to its name, having achieved 
over a hundred members.  It helps our finances and keeps 
subscriptions low.  Draws are monthly and the annual fee is 
£12.00.  If you would like further details, please contact 
Margaret Grannum.  Our Socials also contribute to our 
funds, and despite last year’s failure we will try to do better 
this year.  We have formed a sub-committee to plan a good 
one.  It will be held at the Cottage Inn on Saturday 16th 
November.  Tickets available at our Shows or AGM. 
 

St. Martin’s Club 

Halfway through the year and we have enjoyed a couple of  
trips and a cream tea!  Our talk in March Growing Old 
Disgracefully was a huge success.  I haven’t heard so much 
laughter from so many people for a long time.  We will be 
having the speaker again.   
 
Our trips to Stratford on Avon in April, and Moreton in the 
Marsh & Bourton House Gardens in May were both well 
supported and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  
The gardens were very impressive.   
 
In June 70 of us enjoyed a Cream Tea at The Cottage Inn – 
many thanks to Gary & Theresa.  It was good to catch up 
with everyone and, as you can imagine, there was a lot of 
chat! 
 
We participated in the Best of Bucklebury in June and 
member, Barbara Tayton, produced a wonderful flower 
display in the Church.  Thank you, Barbara, for all your help.   
 
We are happy to have visitors come with us on the trips but 
we do need to have payment a month in advance so that the 
coach and venue can be booked for the correct number of 
people. Please contact Jenny Thurgut on 01635 33985 or 
email jennythepest@gmail.com for more details and to put 
your name down.  We have had to change our September 
trip as there was a problem with the boat company on the 
Hamble River.  Jenny will have details of the new venue.   
However, our October one to the NT property, Tyntesfield 
in Bristol, is the going ahead.    
 
Our next indoor meeting in November will be a talk by the 
Newbury Street Pastors.  Visitors will be welcome at a cost 
of £3.  Upper Bucklebury Memorial Hall, 14.00 on Tuesday 
5th November.  
 
Please contact me if you would like more information about 
the club or would like to be put on the waiting list.   
 
Helen Relf, 01635 867619   
grannyrelf@btinternet.com  

New members are always welcome, bring a friend or 
neighbour to any of our events.  If you feel you have the 
energy to improve the Society, why not join our small and 
friendly committee?  Contact John Wright. 
 
Happy Gardening   
 
Derek Matthews (0118 971 2587)     
Tony Powell (0118 974 4695). 
Margaret Grannum (0118 971 3944.)  
John Wright (01635 863429) 
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We’ve been very pleased to welcome a number of new 
people to TLC this year. As you may recall, there is no 
membership fee and meetings are open to all women. We 
sometimes open up our talks to partners, if we think the 
subject would interest them. 
 
In May there was a very enjoyable talk on “The Brilliant 
Birds of Berkshire”. In June we visited a most delightful and 
interesting garden in the Slade.  In July we have our annual 
garden tea party. 
 
We don’t meet in August, but the September meeting will be 
supper at The Cottage Inn, followed in October by a talk on 
photography and walks on the River Pang. The November 
talk is on “The extraordinary Things We Say”, and the year 
is rounded off  with our annual Christmas party. 
 
We meet at 7-15 on the second Tuesday in the month in the 
Oak room at the Memorial Hall with a charge per month of 
£3.00 which includes refreshments.  We’d be delighted to 
see you.  
 
Wynne Frankum 

Bucklebury History Group 

The ‘Best of Bucklebury’ weekend was a perfect occasion 
for the Bucklebury History Group to share some of the local 
people’s wealth of knowledge of the area during the Second 
World War. The display boards were covered with 

interesting stories bringing an impression of how families 
were affected.  Thank you Helen for putting these together! 
 

The History Group has been meeting for many years with 
Helen & Chris Relf, Wynne Frankum and David Tipton 
being the major forces behind its continuation and success.  
An informal committee has run the group but would now 

like a more conventional format.  It was decided that I 
(Sandra Nicholls) should be Chair, not because I know 
anything about local history but because I am a keen learner 
and am happy to help and to commit to a local group! 
Luckily, the real historians will continue to be on the 

committee and lots of others have offered assistance.  
 
A major part of this committee’s work will be to bring 

together the many archives already collected, to continue the 
work of transferring paper records to a digital database and, 
most recently, to help alongside Bucklebury Parish Council 
with the D-Day publication being brought together by a 

local journalist, Shane McGarvey  
 
The last two speakers at the History Group, David Peacock 

and Jon Willis, were full of interesting facts and stories and 
well attended. If you have ideas for speakers for the future, 
please let me or one of the other members know and we will 
keep in touch as we move forward.   

 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 14th November 2024 
with David Peacock, The 2nd Battle of Newbury. 

Looking forward to meeting you all there!   
 
Sandra Nicholls 

sandranicholls64@outlook.com 

Tuesday Ladies Club (TLC) 
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Bucklebury Walkers 

We are a mixed group of walkers who meet on the first 
Thursday of each month at 10.00 a.m. and walk for about 3 
– 4 miles or 10.30 a.m. for a shorter walk, about 2 miles.  
We then meet back at the venue for coffee (or go back to 
The Cottage Inn, where we also enjoy a lunch).  You are 
welcome to join either group 
 
We participated in the Best of Bucklebury day in June when 
Sylvia House designed a magnificent flower display in the 
church.  Thank you, Sylvia, it was lovely.  Everyone who 
arranged the flowers for the various organisations worked 
very hard and the church looked beautiful.  Thank you, also, 
to the Events Committee who arranged it all.   

 
Please contact me for more details or just turn up at any of 
the walks – the diary is in The Oaks and on the village 
website. 
 
Please note that these are social walks and you are 
responsible for your own safety. 
 
Helen Relf,   01636 867619. grannyrelf@btinternet.com  

Bucklebury Walkers flower display for the Best of Bucklebury 

Indoor Bowls 

We continue to see our bowling numbers gradually 
increasing.  Over the last 3-4 years since starting our weekly 
sessions we have probably seen about 50 participants trying 
their luck, and we now  currently have an active core of 20 - 
30 who either step up to the mat once a week or, the 
hardened enthusiasts come along twice a week. There are 
even days when some of us think our skills appear to be 
getting better, but it never lasts!   
 
For those interested, we always welcome newcomers, the 
two hour sessions pass very quickly and you can savour both 
the highs and lows of winning or losing all within the 2 
hours bowling. 
 
We haven’t tried our luck with the challenges of taking on 
other competitive players, there is enough entertainment 
amongst our own little group. 
 
But we’re always keen to welcome anyone who wants trial 
run so do come along either to watch or to have an attempt 
at the real thing. Our sessions are held in Bucklebury 
Memorial Hall: 
 Every Monday morning 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
 Every Friday afternoon 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.  

 
N. B. all the equipment is provided.  
 
We have a coffee break mid-session and we ask everyone to 
bring their own supplies, so that no one is required to do the 
washing up!  
 
When you have had your trial session no doubt you’ll be 
hooked and need to come again! So a short note on our 
charges: 
 
Charges are: £3 per head for each two hour session 
attended. 
 
Enquiries to:  
Mike James m-a-james@tiscali.co.uk 
0118 971 2285 
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Community 

Bucklebury Scarecrow Festival 

The 2nd Bucklebury Scarecrow Festival took place Saturday 
1st to 8th June. The theme was the 2024 Paris Olympics 
with a total of 26 sporting scarecrows taking part.  The 
winners were announced at The Cottage Inn as part of the 
Best of Bucklebury celebrations. It was a difficult decision 
for the judges but the winning scarecrows were:  
1st—Horse and Rider, Barry and Charlotte Anns 
2nd—Wall Climber, Em and Freddie Watson Stubbs 
3rd—French man, Margaret Barnard 
 
Becky Hannam & Katie Powell 

Best of Bucklebury 

How lucky we were to have a warm sunny day! 
 
 The Bucklebury Events Committee are very appreciative of 
the many talented people in the parish who put their 
experience and expertise to such good effect and ensured 
the day was a success.  
 
 The local groups arranged magnificent displays for the 
Flower Festival in St. Mary’s Church.  In the Victory Room, 
the display by local artists was diverse and an excellent 
standard. The needlework display showed off the talents of a 
remarkable group of needlewomen. The Bucklebury History 
Society’s WW2 exhibition attracted a great deal of interest. 
 
We were very grateful to the Durhams for organising the 
bell ringers to fill the afternoon with their joyful peals of 
bells.  
 
The hard working gardeners, who opened their wonderfully 
contrasting gardens, including St. Crispin's Apple Farm, with 
it’s glorious wild flowers and views, gave a lot of pleasure to 
so many people. 
 
The Scarecrow Competition, with “The Olympics” as it’s 
theme showed just how creative a number of parishioners 
are and generated a lot of interest with a horse jumping over 

1st—Horse and rider  

a hedge, two scarecrows diving – never thought I’d see a 
scarecrow in a swimming costume!,  and a scarecrow on a 
bike ,were just a few of the innovative contributions. 
 
Gary put on an amazing afternoon and evening at The 
Cottage Inn, with stalls, games, live music and a BBQ so 
successful, he sold out.  
 
Many people have said how much they enjoyed the day, so a 
huge thank you to everyone who contributed. 
 
Wynne Frankum 

2nd—Wall Climber 
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Country Life Halls 

The Victory Room Bucklebury Common 

It is very apparent that the Common is at the heart of the 
community and creates at a landscape scale so much 
enjoyment and freedom for residents and visitors alike. Over 
the last two years, Bucklebury Estate has been working with 
the community and wider stakeholders to consider an 
exemplar environmental scheme. This initiative will protect 
and enhance habitat and biodiversity for the next generation 
in accordance with the Government’s 25-year Environment 
Plan framework. 
  
Works will include further heathland restoration, the 
creation of wood pasture, restoration of ponds and scrapes, 
creating glades, haloing incredible veteran oak trees and the 

veteranisation of younger oaks, the installation of leaky 
dams to enable the development of more wet woodland as 
well as slowing water run off destined for the Pang Valley. 
Gullies and rides will be recreated, skylights in the tree 
canopy by selective felling will provide sunlight to the forest 
floor which in turn will regenerate diverse understorey. The 
intention is to return a small herd of native bred cattle to the 

Veteran oak tree 

Firstly, thank you to everyone that has offered to help at this 
year’s Beerfest. It will be held on Saturday 24th August.  
Planning is well under way; The Reading and West Berkshire 
branch of the MNDA (Motor Neurone Disease Association)

will be running the tea hall for us this year and the profits 
will be donated to them. We will have a Bouncy Castle and 
Slide along with a number of other children’s games. The 
music line up is almost complete and there will be a good 

selection of Beers and Ciders. There will be a BBQ and 
some trade stands selling their wares. 
 

We have completed the redecoration of the meeting room 
which you may have seen if you attended the Best of 
Bucklebury history exhibition. There was also an Art, Craft 
and Sewing exhibition in the main hall together with 
refreshments in the hall and on the patio.  

 
Our bookings continue to expand with the Ardington 

School of Arts and Crafts offering many courses throughout 
the year https://www.ardingtonschool.com and the 
introduction of the Seasonal Supper Club run by local chef 
Dale Smedley. The details of all users at the hall can be 
found on our website http://buckleburyvictoryroom.com 

 
John Brims 
Chair of the Trustees of the Victory Room 

0118 9713308 or 07799 348451 
jbrims@outlook.com 
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Common using a ‘No Fence’ system of management. The 
cattle will be managed by a Ranger (a newly created role) 
who will also assist with the practical management of the 
Common.  
  
The Estate would like to thank the warm words of 
community support as we embark on this exciting 
regenerative project. The Estate also recognises that such a 
scheme will bring change, and many ask how that will look. 
Initially, it may seem a little raw and like all landscape scale 
projects will need mechanical operations to achieve a 
favourable outcome. Experienced contractors have been 
selected by the Estate and Natural England. Ground flora is 
extremely resilient, in many areas of the Common it is sadly 
dormant and needs a helping hand to regenerate. This is the 
intention and biodiversity will be achieved with a mosaic of 
recreated habitats. These habitats will provide a rich variety 
of resources to support all sorts of wildlife including 
Nightjars, Green Tiger Beetles and Common Spotted 
Orchids. 
  
A Friends of Bucklebury Common initiative will be 
established in due course. The Estate is keen to hear from 
members of the community who would like to voluntarily 
form a network; those who care passionately about the 
Common and would like to keep a watchful eye to help with 

its protection. 
  
This project is part of 
the Partnerships for 
Nature programme 
which is led and 

administered by the North Wessex 
Downs National Landscape 
Partnership (NWDNL) and 
funded by the Government’s 
Species Survival Fund. The 
NWDNL published a Nature 
Recovery Plan identif ying 
priorities to restore nature in the protected 
landscape.  Bucklebury is one of seven sites where 
conservation effort will be focussed, kick-starting delivery 
against this plan.  The Partnerships for Nature programme, 
and this project, is funded by the Government's Species 
Survival Fund. The fund was developed by Defra and its 
Arm's-Length Bodies. It is being delivered by The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund in partnership with Natural England 
and the Environment Agency.  The Estate was very proud 
to be chosen – out of several others - to host the 
administrators of The Species Survival Fund for the launch 
of the fund earlier this year. 
  
As work gets underway during the autumn, the Estate will 
continue to provide information to the community via the 
blog at www.sundewecology.co.uk/bucklebury-common  
 
Willie Hartley Russell, 
Alasdair Jones-Perrott  
Bucklebury Estate 

Beech trees near The Slade 
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Memories of an old Craftsman 
(Alec Millson, born March 1906, 

died October 1989) 

 
Skill was also needed in the making of the wheels.  First a 
hole was bored with an auger through the centre of the hub 
so that the axle could be inserted in due course.  Then the 
wheelwright used a special chisel to form the mortises so 
that the tenons on the spokes could be inserted into the 
hob, which was bound at both ends with iron bands to 
prevent it from splitting. 
 
The fellies were cut to the required shape and size so that 
together they would form the circular rim of the wheel.  
Holes were bored in the fellies with a hand auger and they 
were placed on to the spokes which were shaped and slightly 
split at the ends.  When the fellies were in position they were 
locked together by oak dowels, and oak wedges were driven 
into the split ends of the spokes so that it was impossible for 
them to become dislodged from the circumference of the 
wheel. 
 
The wheel was then rimmed with an iron tyre, an operation 
which was carried out for me by Browns of Thatcham.  The 
tyre was taken from the fire and hammered into shape while 
still hot. It was quickly douched with cold water to prevent 
the wooden wheel from burning.  Holes were bored into the 
iron rim and blacksmith’s nails were inserted to ensure that 
it would never move. 
 
The body of the wagon was placed on trestles and the axles 
were fixed to the undercarriage.  The ends were fitted 
through the wheels which were turned to make sure that 
they were working freely before keys were passed through 
the axle ends to keep the wheels safely in position. 
 
The shafts, which were a separate unit, were framed together 
and attached to the undercarriage with an iron rod, while the 
ladders were placed in the wagon to be slotted into iron 
brackets when extra height was needed for loads of hay or 
straw. 
 
When the construction of the vehicle was finished the 
versatile wheelwright turned painter and signwriter, 
decorating the cart or wagon, frequently in the owner’s own 
colours with his name written in bold lettering across the 
front.  An example of Fred Read’s work can be seen in the 
Museum of English Rural Life at the University of Reading, 
where a wagon once owned by Sir William Cooke of 
Hampstead Norreys is on display. 
 
Another customer, I recall, was the late John Cumber of 
Theale.  His carter would arrive leading two magnificent 
Shire horses, bright with highly polished horse brasses and 
colourful ribbons.  It was a fine sight to see them leave the 
yard drawing the newly decorated wagon.  I wondered who 
was the most proud at that moment, the carter or the 
wheelwright. 
 

These memories were first published in the Bucklebury Parish 
Magazine many years ago.  I hope they are of interest to parishioners 

today.   
 

Country crafts, which were a way of life when I was a boy in 
Bucklebury, have become but memories, and tools used 
daily in the wayside workshops are now displayed in 
museums to be viewed with wonder, and not a little 
amusement, by youngsters well versed in science fiction and 
the intricacies of the computer.  But the men who used 
those tools were sturdy countrymen whose skills were 
essential to the needs of a village community. 
 
Fred Read, the wheelwright, was employed for many years at 
Bucklebury Foundry, itself a focal point for agricultural and 
domestic implements.  After being in the possession of the 
Hedges family for around three hundred years the foundry 
was sold in 1904 to Browns of Thatcham.  Two years later it 
was purchased by one of the employees, a Mr. King, who in 
due course was followed by his two sons, Hubert and 
Ernest.  During this period Mr. Read worked happily at his 
trade until the news was broken to him in 1946 that the 
foundry had been sold to an engineering firm and his 
services were no longer required. 
 
It was then that Fred came to me to seek employment.  I 
had never connected wheelwrighting with my building 
business but he assured me that he would bring customers 
with him if I would allow him to work for me, and so a new 
venture was started in one of my workshops.  
 
Soon the farmers came with their carts and wagons, and 
elevators were brought to the yard, as well as the occasional 
pony trap as Fred’s whereabouts became known to his 
regular and well satisfied customers.  He quickly settled 
down in his new surroundings and it was a joy to watch him 
repairing the various vehicles, some of which he had made 
originally at the foundry. 
 
The varieties of timber needed for wheelwrighting made a 
fascinating study.  The hubs and fellies were of elm, which 
was light in weight but very strong due to the crooked grain 
of that particular wood.  For the wheel spokes, the shafts 
and ladders, straight grained oak or ash was required, while 
Columbian pine was used for the sides of the carts and 
wagons, and for the elevators, as it provided planks of the 
necessary length and width. 
 
Elm was used for the undercarriage, which had to be built 
with great accuracy to ensure easy mobility when the vehicle 
was in use. 
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Chapel Row Fayre and Revels—
Past, Present & Future 

Until 2018, our annual parish Chapel Row Fayre was held 
on the Monday following the feast day of Saint Anne (26th 
July); it was first mentioned in the Doomsday Book. For 
approaching a millennium, it has formed the most important 

tradition in our parish and yet is one that we are at risk of 
losing. Our ancestors will have remembered heavy cudgels; 
for me it has been cones of vanilla ice cream and fast ferrets. 
 

David Nash Ford’s Royal Berkshire History tells us that by the 
18th century, the Chapel Row Revels were known to include 
backswording: bareheaded contestants, with one hand tied 

back to prevent it being used to ward off blows, would hit 
each other on the top of the head with raised cudgels whilst 
standing on a ‘butt’ or platform, hoping perhaps to make a 
favourable impression upon their sweetheart. Four-wheeled 
and two-wheeled carriages stationed around the butt were 

charged two shillings and one shilling respectively. The first 
to draw an inch of blood was declared the winner, with the 
umpire calling ‘blood’. Our beer drinking Berkshire men 
suspected competitors from Somerset to have less blood in 

their veins from swilling cider and apple vinegar. At the end 
of the day two umpires determined who broke the most 
heads. The champion was awarded five guineas by the Lord 
of the Manor of Bucklebury, the runner-up a gold-laced, 
hopefully sturdy hat and other combatants received hats 

bearing blue or white cockade, hats with no cockade at all 
and for some, a pair of breeches. The legendary Blackford 
of Swindon was said to have broken 14 heads in succession, 
but perhaps the best remembered backsworder was the 

The day came when Fred could no longer hammer the 
spokes into the wheel hubs, a task which needed 
considerable strength, and we decided that the time had 
come to end our wheelwrighting venture, but he had no 
wish to retire and stayed with me as a painter for a few more 
years.  Finally, with great reluctance, he did retire.  Even so, 
when news reached him, via the “village grapevine” that a 
new van had been delivered to me, Fred reached for his 
signwriting case and was soon making his way to my yard.  I 
had hesitated to call upon his services but he made it quite 
clear to me that I was never to employ anyone else to do my 
signwriting, an arrangement which stood until I, too, retired 
from business. 
 
These memories will be continued in the next edition of The Oaks.  
 
Helen Relf. grannyrelf@btinternet.com  01635 867619  

gallant Corporal Shaw, until his untimely death whilst 
simultaneously engaging four Frenchmen in hand-to-hand 
combat at the Battle of Waterloo. 

 
By 1816 Winchcombe Henry Howard Hartley, having both 
taken Holy Orders and being Lord of the Manor, resolved 
not to give Bounty Money to the ‘cruel sport of Back Sword 

Playing’. The sport caused consternation across the parish in 
1818 when the unfortunate John Woodman from Bradfield 
was to be dispatched with a single blow by John Farmer 
who, in 1823 was to be condemned to death and then 

reprieved for housebreaking. His case no doubt came under 
discussion at the annual meeting of the ‘Bucklebury 
Association for the Protection of Property and the 
Prosecution of Felons’ held at the Bladebone Inn.  The final 
record of backswording at Chapel Row Fayre was when 

‘rain prevented play’ in 1839 and in Berkshire, high on the 
hill of the White Horse in 1843, when the men of Berkshire 
and Wiltshire overcame a team from Somerset. 
 

On a lighter note, Cecilia Millson in her book of local 
history, Bucklebury’s Heritage, mentions the popular sport of 
jingling for a purse of money: ‘The jingling match, in which 

blind-folded men tried to catch a man, who, with his hands 
tied behind his back, and a bell at his waist, ran to and fro 
evading his would-be captors, attracted the crowds […] it 
delighted the ladies who stood at the ringside, laughing at 
the antics of the “bell-man” and his pursuers’. 

 
For centuries the fayre was primarily agricultural, providing 
an opportunity to trade cattle and hire harvest men. It will 

also have enabled the inhabitants of lonely cottages and 
farms to meet old friends at an annual holiday. More 
recently it has made for a perfect summer’s day in the 
countryside amongst hay bales and vintage cars, eating hog 

roast or crispy vegan tofu tacos, languishing in the Pimms 
tent or watching chaotic sheep, duck and, best of all, ferret 
races. 
 

Chapel Row was named after a chapel in decay by the 
twelfth century, in ruins by the eighteenth century and that 
now no longer exists. Let us support any future restoration 
of Chapel Row Fayre, perhaps replacing the butt with a 

beacon, as this event has been of such local cultural 
importance. 
 

Cllr. Michael Morgan 
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River Barn Farm (Part 2) 

I have been reminded that in my previous article on the history 
of River Barn Farm I had mentioned that I would pen a follow-
up article on our plans for the site, so here it is. Upon my 
retirement I realised the importance of keeping busy, so that 
after several years riding my vintage Ariel motorcycle around 
the world I needed a project to keep me active both mentally 
and physically. We were living in Upper Basildon and some 
friends saw the auctioneer’s advertisement for River Barn Farm 
which included an old water mill… and they thought it was just 
what we needed.  
 
Upon visiting the site, I saw the opportunity for an interesting 
restoration project to keep me busy in retirement and 
investigated the potential to restore the old mill to its former 
glory! I noticed that 90% of the mill wheel and drive train was 
intact, it just needed a good service and new paddle boards but 
the sluices needed a bit more work as the timber footbridge 
and most other timberwork had gone. In any case, my 
conclusion was that the waterwheel would be an interesting 
project on its own let alone with the house and outbuildings.   
 
After lengthy discussions and changes of heart, we finally 
arrived at a maximum price that we thought we could afford 
bearing in mind the future time and costs to actually undertake 
the works. With some trepidation I started putting my hand up 
at the auction and gradually the other bidders fell away until it 
was just me and one other bidder who eventually stopped 
bidding so the property was ours. The other bidder and his 
wife are now friends of ours and have followed the project 
with interest but seeing the amount of work necessary I think 
they are relieved that they did not bid any higher! 
 
The masterplan that we envisioned for the site was based on 
three main principles: Heritage, Sustainability and Biodiversity. 
Heritage was essentially the restoration of the waterwheel, the 
mill, the mill barn and the old farmhouse. Sustainability was all 
about using the waterwheel to generate electricity and reusing 
building materials whenever possible, it was also about 
conserving energy and limiting reliance on fossil fuels where 
practicable. Biodiversity was mainly the creation of a blue/
green corridor along the River Pang by removing buildings and 
structures that had been built on or close to the river bank. 
Habitat creation and enhancement were also important to us.  
 
After consultation with the Environment Agency’s (EA) 
biodiversity specialist we decided to create a variety of riverine 
habitats by dividing the quarter mile of river frontage into three 
discreet sections: a tree shaded section at each end with an 
open section in the middle. An additional main feature for 
biodiversity was, with the agreement of the EA, the excavation 
of a new river channel to run parallel with the Pang as a 
‘distributary’. To ensure that in times of low flow the original 

channel did not suffer from reduced flow, we built a sluice at 
the outfall of the new distributary back into the Pang. The 
distributary also included woven hazel ‘spiling’ banks over 
some sections to allow the creation of planting berms (ledges) 
along each bank and we added a series of baffle logs in the 
main channel to create a sinuous central higher velocity flow 
section to deter the accumulation of silt and allow the creation 
of a gravel bed suitable for fish to lay their eggs. 
 
While carrying out all the biodiversity work we were 
progressing with the design and planning for the restoration of 
the mill barn plus restoration/extension of the farmhouse. We 
achieved an initial planning consent to build a workshop/store 
and restore the mill barn which would keep us busy until the 
design and planning issues for the main house were resolved. 
There had originally been a large ‘L’-shaped barn formed by the 
continuation of the mill barn up to and then along Brocks 
Lane. While excavating for the foundations of the workshop/
store we came across the brick foundation for this old barn and 
a layer of black ash from when it had burnt down in the 1970s. 
Where we came across the foundations we managed to retrieve 
and salvage some of the bricks for re-use in the mill barn 
restoration. The workshop/store was built using reclaimed 
Victorian wire cut bricks supplied by J Brant Reclamation in 
Tadley although the inner skin of concrete blocks had to be of 
a modern manufacture. During a visit to Bouchier Fencing in 
Woodcote, Roger Akers (now sadly passed on) showed me 
some large oak roof trusses which they had built for a client 
but got the size wrong… I thought they would do me fine so a 
price was agreed and the workshop/store was designed around 
them with additional oak beams to support the trusses at the 
front and back. For the roof we used handmade clay tiles from 
Kent which were ‘seconds’ in that they were more distorted 
than standard which created larger gaps suitable for bats to get 
in to sleep for the day or to hibernate for the winter!          
 
For the mill barn itself, we accurately photographed and 
recorded each structural oak beam and column but most of the 
timbers were too deteriorated to use in a structural role so we 
had a company in Steventon build a complete new oak frame. 
The frame was built in their workshop then transported to site, 
where I had already prepared a foundation and floor slab. It 
was amazing how the frame was erected in just one day using a 
crane and it was all recorded using a camera with time lapse 
photography… or at least my version of time lapse 
photography! It took a few days to secure all the joints and 
dowels but not one nail or screw was used. We had used the 
new workshop/store to clean up, restore and treat all the old 
timbers which were then put back into the barn in non-
structural roles. There were a hundred timbers that we re-used 
which meant cutting new tenons at each end and fitting each 
timber into pre-prepared mortices in the main frame. I certainly 
got rather bored with cutting tenons after two hundred of 
them! We spent months treating, restoring and reinforcing the 
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old elm cladding planks but only managed to salvage enough of 
them to clad one gable end so we chose the gable facing the 
road where they would be more visible. We had managed to 
salvage several thousand bricks from the old floor and 
foundations of the barn; we spent several weeks cleaning up 
these bricks and were able to re-use them in the outer skin of 
the lower part of the main walls. We always knew that there 
would be insufficient elm boards to clad the whole walls and 
thus it was agreed with the conservation officer that we would 
use brick for the lower part of the walls and waney edge larch 
boards to supplement the elm. We also managed to find some 
old ‘peg’ tiles for the roof which helped to maintain the 
heritage character of the mill barn. 
 
We had disassembled the mill stones and drive gear which had 
fortunately been protected to some extent from the elements 
by the only ‘surviving’ part of the old roof and all was in 
remarkably good order. The main stones were mounted on a 
timber frame which we restored but I had to build a new top 
deck and flour shute. The plan was to re-erect the stones for 
grinding flour in the original location at the river end of the 
barn where we had replaced the lay shaft and gearing from the 
waterwheel but we are re-thinking this plan. Flour milling can 
be rather dangerous as freshly ground flour in the air can be a 
very explosive atmosphere which is why there are not many 
surviving timber flour mills! While all the gearing is back in 
place in the mill barn I am thinking of taking a belt drive out 
through the wall and into a separate well ventilated structure to 
house the actual stones. One day we might see locally produced 
stoneground flour on the shelves in Yattendon Village Stores… 
or maybe even the Co-op in Hermitage! 
 
For the waterwheel itself, we dismantled the wheel, which had 
been cast in five main sections at Hedges Foundry in 
Bucklebury in 1865. There were some cracks in the castings so 
we had four substantial steel angle sections rolled to the same 
radius as the circumference of the wheel and bolted to the 
outer rim. A few of the paddle board support brackets had 
broken off so I sent a sample to a pattern maker I knew in 
Sheffield who very expertly made some replacements. Once the 
wheel was re-assembled with new steel paddle boards, it was 
fettled and adjusted so that it ran true in its brick housing and 
did not leak too much water between the boards and the wing 
walls. The only equipment that the wheel is currently able to 
drive is a large grind stone which, most appropriately, came out 
of the foundry in Bucklebury. However, once all the rest of the 
works at the site are complete then we will shift our focus to 
using the waterwheel to generate carbon-free electricity and 
grinding flour. 
 
Planning for the workshop/store and mill barn had been 
relatively painless but the planning application to restore/
extend the farmhouse was getting a rough ride at West Berks. 
We had no letters of objection plus eighteen letters of support 

and much encouragement from local residents. The Parish 
Council was supportive but the planners would not shift. 
Despite the heritage and biodiversity advantages of our 
proposals the planners considered the extension to be too large 
and would not weigh it in the planning balance with the 
advantages on the other side of the scales. Our solution to the 
impasse was to withdraw the application and resubmit to 
include the heritage and biodiversity advantages, which had 
already been consented but as part of the same application 
would now have to be included in the overall assessment by 
planners. Graham Pask, leader of the Council at the time, fully 
understood the vision of what we were trying to do and gave 
his substantial backing without which support, plus that of the 
Parish Council and local residents, we would still be battling 
with the planners today! 
 
We finally received the planning consent at committee but the 
planners still delayed issue of the formal consent by another 
seven months! Clearly we could not move into the farmhouse 
until the works were complete but we were now being 
threatened by West Berks with a fine equivalent to a doubling 
of council tax if we did not live in the property. While the 
ground floor of the mill barn was being used to store some of 
my collection of motorcycles and spares, we were using the 
first floor as an office and studio so we decided to ‘camp out’ 
on the first floor until the main house was finished.        
 
As completion of the house is within sight, we are gradually 
striking camp in the mill barn but there is a planning condition 
that prohibits occupation of the extension until the rather 
unsightly concrete blockwork outbuilding on the bank of the 
river is removed. Once the contents of the outbuilding are 
moved to the new garage then it will be demolished (planned 
for next month) and the area put to grass. Removal of this 
outbuilding plus relocation of the greenhouse are an essential 
part of our masterplan to create a natural green/blue corridor 
for the River Pang with its associated flora and fauna. 
 
As part of the restoration/extension of the farmhouse we are 
retaining all the old timber structural elements while striving to 
bring the electrics and insulation up to more modern standards. 
The original oak frame dating back to 1632 has been treated, 
strengthened and sand blasted to give it a new lease of life and 
potentially last another 400 years!  
 
We would just like to thank all the local residents and passing 
public for their encouragement and support over the past five 
years. It has been (and still is) a very rewarding project and the 
positive comments from everyone have made it very satisfying. 
We are looking forward to living in the main house and 
enjoying this beautiful place for the rest of our lives! Please 
drop in to have a look if you haven’t already been. 
 

Ben Mitchell, February 2024 
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West Berkshire  
Countryside Society (WBCS) 

The Society exists to promote the understanding, 
appreciation and conservation of the West Berkshire 
Countryside. We also learn a lot and get to have fun 
while we do so. We hold free events where you can 
meet friendly and like-minded folk; organise regular 
walks guided by a knowledgeable leader; organise talks 
on natural and local history; and support Barn Owl 
conservation. When you join the Society, there is a £15 
annual subscription. This entitles you to four copies of 
the ‘Upstream’ newsletter per annum. 
 

Find out more and become a member! 

membership@westberkshirecountryside.org.uk  

Events Diary 2024 
The events below give you the opportunity to come out on practical 
tasks, learn new skills, meet new people and, above all, enjoy yourself. 
Tasks begin at 10.00am and finish by 3.00pm. You are welcome stay 
for as long as you wish. Please wear suitable clothing and footwear, 
bring work gloves and make sure you have refreshments for your day. 
All tools will be provided. Grid references and ‘What Three Words’ 
listings locate the task meeting point. Please check the website for 
updates. 

Tuesday 30th July 10am Rushall Manor Farm. 
Habitat management.  Meet at the Black Barn off Back Lane 
between Stanford Dingley and Bradfield. SU584 723 
telephone.brink.crate  

Tuesday 27th August 10am Rushal Manor Farm. 
1/2 day task followed by volunteers’ BBQ.  Meet at the 
Black Barn off Back Lane between Stanford Dingley and 
Bradfield.  Please bring a drink plus plate and cutlery.  
SU584 723 telephone.brink.crate  

Bucklebury Cemetery 

The idea of “a cemetery on the Upper Common” was 
conceived in 1884. A Burial Board was formed and quickly 
raised funds, created a plan and had the Cemetery carved 
out of a patch of the open common land during the winter 
months. The first interment took place on 15 April 1885. 
 
Nowadays the Cemetery has mature trees and large 
flowering shrubs, against a backdrop of beautiful woodland 
outside its ageing walls, but in 1885 it would all have looked 
very different. The Common back then was an area of 
mainly low scrub, grazed by animals and with few trees, 
perhaps looking rather more like today’s views across the 
open expanse of Greenham Common. In those 
surroundings, an area had been cleared and then enclosed 
with a concrete-faced wall. It must have looked quite stark, 
so much so that in 1901 the Vicar described the Cemetery as 
“a bleak spot”. 
 
By the 1960s it was clear that all of the Cemetery’s grave 
plots would soon be occupied. Putting off action either to 
extend the Cemetery or to find an alternative site for parish 
burials, the decision was made to turn some of the Cemetery 
paths into burial areas. But this was only delaying the 
inevitable. Finally in 1981 an extension was created, 
doubling the Cemetery’s size. 
 
Today, the project continues – to re-map the two halves of 
the Cemetery and to update its records. The Burial Register 
identifies a total of 1,001 people interred within its 
boundaries (as at mid-June 2024). However, over the years 
the Register has acquired quite a number of errors. Aside 
from a variety of mistakes in the spelling of names, and 
incorrect dates of death in some cases, other records 
recently examined have so far revealed more than twenty 
other names, people buried in the Cemetery (a few in the 
early 20th century, the rest in the 1970s) but not recorded in 
the Register. 
 
Meanwhile, some headstones bearing multiple names 
include some who are not buried in the Cemetery, added by 
the family simply as a memorial to loved ones buried 
elsewhere. And then there are six headstones with 
apparently incorrect dates of death engraved into them! 
 
Dozens of the earlier entries in the Register do not show a 
grave number and sadly this seems especially to have been 
the case with burials of babies and small children, mainly in 
the early years but with a few as late as the 1940s/50s. It 
now seems impossible to discover where their remains were 
buried. There are many unmarked grave plots in the “Old 
Cemetery” area (i.e. the original 1885 enclosure with the 
chapel in its centre). But the work goes on, and hopefully a 
few more will eventually be identified. 
 
Joe Kelly 
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Sports 

Bucklebury Cougars 

FC Cougars are a fun and friendly local youth football club 
with children from across the Bucklebury Parish area and 
Thatcham.  We are a non-profit community club run entirely 
by volunteers.   
 
It is now coming to the end of the football season where all 
our players, coaches and parents enjoy a short summer 
break before football starts up again at full pace at the start 
of September!   All our teams, from Under 6s all the way up 
to Under 16s, are wrapping up a series of small sided 
summer tournaments across Berkshire, Hampshire and 
Oxfordshire.  A lot of fantastic football has been played and 
a lot of ice creams consumed with some kind summer 
weather.   
 
The club has recently held our end of season Presentation 
Day at Bucklebury Recreation Ground where we ran some 
fun activities on the field and all our players received a 
personalised trophy from their team managers in the Victory 
Room hall. 

 
We will be saying goodbye to our Under 16s  as their FC 
Cougars journey comes to an end after nearly ten years and 
wish all our of players luck for the future.  However we will 
soon be looking to start our new Under 6s team.  We also 
currently have limited spaces in the following teams for next 
season: 

 Under 7s (school year 2 from September) 
 Under 8s (school year 3) 
 Under 9s (school year 4) 
 Under 12s (school year 7) 

 

Bucklebury Tennis Club 

Our Chair Robin London sadly passed away on the 1st 
March 2024.  
 
Since taking over the chairmanship from Mike James in 
2019, Robin put a huge amount of time and effort into 
helping the Club go from strength to strength. Her hard 
work and leadership of the Committee led to the remarkable 
achievement of the Club receiving the honour of being 
voted Berkshire Club of the Year following which various 
improvements were carried out to the Club house 
compound, much better toilet facilities and the installation 
of a defibrillator at the Memorial Hall which hopefully will 
never be needed but is there for reassurance. 
 
The Committee wish to place on record their grateful 
appreciation for everything Robin did to make the club a 
success. 
 
The Club are very pleased to announce that Rosie 
MacGregor has been appointed successor to Robin as Chair 
of the Club and we are confident that she will continue to 
lead the Club in a positive direction seeking to keep a 
successful and friendly Club in Bucklebury and surrounding 
areas. 
 
The Club continues to flourish for recreational play, drills, 
junior coaching and participation in the local tennis leagues 
 
Club membership 
New members are most welcome and details regarding 
membership can be found on the Club website at 
www.buckleburytennisclub.com  
If anyone has any queries regarding the Club, please contact 
our Membership Secretary Norman Casson below 
 
Norman Casson 
normancasson@aol.com 
www.buckleburytennisclub.com 

The FC Cougars Under 16 team 

Our Under 7s and Under 8s are based at Bucklebury 
Primary School and we very grateful to the school for use of 
the school field to allow us to get young children playing 
football.  Summer training for all age groups is held at 
Bucklebury Recreation Ground.  If you know a keen 
footballer, or someone who would like to give football a try, 
please get in touch.  We are a mixed ability club keen to give 
the opportunity to play football to all local children.  We 
would also like to hear from any adults that would like to 
volunteer with coaching the children, which is hugely 
rewarding. 
 
For more details on the club please contact Graham Loader 
on graham@fccougars.com or see our website at 
www.fccougars.com 
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Bucklebury Badminton Club 

Doesn't time fly?  Mid June and we found ourselves on 
court again for “The Bucks” Annual Members 
(Handicapped) Tournament held at the Club venue Elstree 
School. Of last years winners, Bradley Morris and Linda 
Cross, Linda was back to defend her title. We had seven 
pairings altogether to make up for a challenging and fun 
evening of badminton. 
 
Using a Round Robin League/Format play got underway 
with the guarantee of 6 games each playing to 21 points (no 
setting). After the first round of play, it was Matt and 
Elizabeth who had a handicap of -10 who had accumulated 
an impressive amount of points which meant they along 
with 3 other pairings, Emma and Clive, Gill and Peter and 
Linda and Gareth managed to get to the semi finals. Due to 
a lack of time the quarters were skipped.  The games were 
hard fought and eventually it was time for the finals with 
defending champion Linda alongside Gareth, against Emma 
and Clive. 
 
The game ebbed and flowed all through with spells of points 
progression by each pairing seeing great net play by Emma 
and Linda and at the back Clive and Gareth digging in 
refusing to let any shuttle drop. ‘But’ in the end defending 

Champion Linda with her partner Gareth pushed 
themselves through the finish line winning 21-17 to become 
the 2024 Champions. Well played to Emma and Clive for 
being worthy finalists. 

 
Bucklebury Badminton Club is a friendly, yet competitive, 
club.  New members are always welcome, so if our 

Badminton Club finalists. 
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Contributions 

Material to appear in The Oaks should be sent neatly typed 

for scanning or as a word-processor document (e.g. MS 

Word), attached to an e-mail and sent to 

“clerk@buckleburyparish.org”.  Don’t worry about layout as 

it will be re-formatted to the house-style.  Please supply any 

pictures or artwork as separate files, as they are not usually 

recoverable from word processor files and don’t forget to 

include captions for the pictures. 

All contributions appertaining to the Parish are very 

welcome but the Editor reserves the right to adapt or 

omit submissions. 

The deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month 

preceeding publication. 

Barry Dickens 

Published in February, June and October 

By Bucklebury Parish Council. 

Helen Pratt, Clerk, 

Jasmine Cottage, Byles Green, Upper Bucklebury, 

Reading. RG7 6SD. Telephone: 01635 863581 
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tournament report has inspired you to pick up your 
badminton racket, then why not come along to find out 
more. Ideally you should have played at a reasonable level, 
however, enthusiastic beginners are also welcome.  Club 
nights are Tuesday for regular members, and visitors, 
however, from September we will be making our 
Wednesday evenings available for those who are relatively 
new to badminton.  The Wednesday evening is also used for 
our matches, so please contact the Club before you come to 
ensure there are courts available. 
 
It only costs £6 to be a guest and our sessions start at 8pm 
through to 10pm.  We play doubles only and have a peg 
system so you won't sit out for long, and you will play with 
lots of different people. 
 
We welcome anyone, but if you are an experienced player, 
we always have room for those who wish to play 
competitively as we have teams in both the Reading and 
Newbury Leagues, which certainly keeps us busy. 
 
In addition, we are a socialable club too, and generally 
arrange a pre-season meal out at a local restaurant as well as 
a Christmas party.  If you think you would be interested in 
coming along, then you can find more information at 
https://buckleburybadmintonclub.com/ or contact us at 
buckleburyb@gmail.com 
 
VENUE : Elstree School, Woolhampton, RG7 5TD 
WHEN:  Every Tuesday 8-10pm and during the season 
Wednesday 8-10pm 
COST: £6 for visitors (up to 6 sessions and then 
membership would be necessary) 
MEMBERSHIP: £150 pa (students £75pa)  Season runs 
from 1st September to 30th June.  
 
Helen Daniell – Chair of Bucklebury Badminton Club 
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 Parish Diary Dates  

July   

8th BPC meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

22nd BPC Planning meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

25th Coffee morning 10.30am to 12noon The Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury 

August   

1st Bucklebury Walkers 10.00am & 10.30am Chapel Row 

12th BPC meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

27th BPC Planning meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

29th Coffee morning 10.30am to 12noon The Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury 

September   

5th Bucklebury Walkers 10.00am & 10.30am To be confirmed 

7th Autumn Show (Horticultural Society) 2.00pm to 4.00pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

9th BPC meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

23rd  BPC Planning meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

26th Coffee morning 10.30am to 12noon The Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury 

October   

3rd Bucklebury Walkers 10.00am & 10.30am The Cottage Inn, Upper Bucklebury 

5th Common Clearing 2.00pm The Oak Room, Upper Bucklebury 

14th BPC meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

28th BPC Planning meeting 7.45pm Victory Room, Bucklebury 

31st Coffee morning 10.30am to 12noon The Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury 

24th Bucklebury Beer Fest 1.00pm to 7.00pm Bucklebury Village Recreation Ground 


