held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on

Minutes of the Annual meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

Monday 12" May 2025 at 7.45pm

Present: Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. B. Dickens; Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. M. Morgan; Cllr. G.
Pask; Cllr. D. Southgate; Cllr. P. Spours; Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. C. Willett; Cllr. L. Windmill;
Cllr. G. Woods; District Cllr. Read; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk).

No members of the public were present.

[Election of a Chairman.

Nominations for the Chairman were received from Cllr. Dickens and Cllr. Southgate.
Following a ballot, CllIr. Dickens, the Chairman for 2024/25, announced that the
Chairman for 2025/26 would be Cllr. Dickens.

Cllr. Dickens signed the Declaration of Office as Chairman of BPC.

[Election of a Vice-Chairman.

Cllr. Southgate was nominated to be Vice-Chairman of BPC for the coming year. This
was unanimously agreed.

Apologies.

There were no apologies for absence.

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.

Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

There were no declarations of interest in any items.

Minutes of meeting of BPC on the 14" April 2025.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 14™ April 2025 were approved as an
accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

Appointments to Committees.

The following appointments were unanimously agreed:

Planning Committee: All members of BPC.

Burial Board: Cllr. Allum, Cllr. Dickens, Cllr.
Southgate and CllIr. Willett.

Meadows and Hockett Field: Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Teal.

Sustainable Bucklebury: Cllr. Loader.

The Oaks: Cllr. Dickens and Cllr. Windmill.

Appointments on External Committees.
The following appointments were unanimously agreed:

Bucklebury Memorial Hall: Deferred.

Common Interest Group: Cllr. Loader and CllIr. Pask as deputy.
Victory Room: Cllr. Willet.

Recreation Ground Committees: Cllr. Pask.

St. Martin’s Club: Cllr. Allum.

West Berkshire Heritage Forum: Cllr. Southgate.

Chapel Row Patient Participation Panel: | CllIr. Dickens and Cllr. Windmill.

[Positions of Responsibility.
The following positions of responsibility were unanimously agreed:

Fred Dawson Play Park & BMX track: Cllr. Teal and Cllr. Southgate.

Grit Bins: Cllr. Southgate.
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Coffee mornings / Wellbeing: Cllr. Pask, Cllr. Southgate, Cllr. Willett
and Cllr. Windmill.

Public Rights of Way: Cllr. Allum.

Opposition to NE Thatcham: Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Spours.

Anti Speeding / Highway safety: Cllr. Southgate.

Website: Cllr. Southgate.

IT: Cllr. Loader.

Review of Insurance Arrangements.

BPC has just entered the third year of a three-year long-term agreement with Arthur. J.
Gallagher Insurance Brokers.

Meeting dates for 2025/26.

Meetings will continue to take place on the 2" Monday of each month for full council and
the 4" Monday for Planning Committee. Where the 4" Monday falls on a bank holiday,
the meeting will be on the Tuesday immediately following the bank holiday. There will
be no Planning Committee meeting in December.

Full Council meetings will continue to take place in the Oak Room at the Memorial Hall
and the Planning Committee meetings will take place in the Committee Room at the
Victory Room in Bucklebury Village.

It was agreed that from the May Planning meeting, all meetings would begin at 7pm
rather than 7.45pm.

There was a discussion about use of OneNote to share information: Cllr. Loader and the
Clerk will discuss this further.

Chair’s Report

VE 80 Beacon Lighting Event.

Cllr. Dickens thanked ClIr. Woods for all her hard work organising the VE 80 Beacon
lighting event at Chapel Row and presented her with a bouquet.

Clerk’s Report.

Defibrillator Training.

Unfortunately, the trainers for the defibrillator training scheduled to take place on the 24™
April didn’t arrive.

Another training session has been organised, at which the Community First Responder
from Upper Bucklebury will be giving the instruction. This training session will take
place following the community coffee morning on the 26" June.

Internal Audit.

Erica Tipton will carry out the internal audit of BPC during the first week of June. BPC
will then be able to review her report and consider the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) at the June BPC meeting, before it is submitted to the
external auditors by the end of June.

Annual Parish Assembly — Friday 23" May.

Cllr. Woods will collect the glasses from the Victory Room. The Clerk will purchase
refreshments, which will be served by Cllr. Windmill.

[Planning.

Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:

25/00824/HOUSE & 25/00826/LBC — Picton Farm, The Slade.

The repair and extension of the existing Farmhouse following demolition of modern side
and rear extensions. The construction of an upgraded access track and frontage parking
area.

It was unanimously agreed that BPC has no objection to these applications.
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25/00900/FUL — Beenham Hatch, The Avenue.

Erection of a barn to house sheep and store hay.

It was agreed to defer this application until the BPC Planning Committee meeting on the
27" May, by which time it should have been possible to make a site visit.

Planning Decisions made by WBC:

25/00271/HOUSE - Kings Copse House, Southend.

Log drying store extensions to existing biomass boiler building.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
25/00243/CERTE — Red Hill House, Briff Lane.

Continued use of land as garden land.

BPC had no objection to this application which WBC has determined as lawful.
25/00577/HOUSE — Byrons Chase, Carbinswood Lane.

Extension to outbuilding. The existing outbuilding is gym and swimming pool with small
sauna area. The proposed extension will be accommodating new enlarged area for sauna
and SPA.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
25/00444/HOUSE — Westrop Farm House (Cold Ash Parish).

Proposed single storey extension, new front porch, amendments to external treatment and
fenestration.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been withdrawn.

Adjacent Parish Applications.

There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary.

Update on the Local Plan.

There was no update on the Local Plan.

Enforcement.

[Land adjacent to Thatchers.

All of the trees have now been cleared from the land adjacent to Thatchers. The shed and
shipping container remain on site. The legality of the entrance was questioned because
there is no dropped kerb.

Following WBC enforcement investigating the situation, the ombudsman was referred to
and he has dismissed the case.

District Councillor’s Report.

Local Plan.

District Cllr. Read commented that the King’s Counsel opinion, sought by Thatcham
Town Council and Midgham Parish Council, has very recently been received.

Black Bin Collections.

WBC will be moving to a three weekly black bin collection (from two weekly). The
justification for this is that it will result in higher levels of recycling. Plans for when the
three weekly collections will start have not yet been shared.

For those residents who have a lot of black bin waste, including nappies, larger bins are
available. It was noted that there is an elderly bin assistance service.

[Finances.

Bank Reconciliation to 31% March 2025.

The Clerk presented a bank reconciliation to the 315 March 2025. Expenditure for the
year totalled £59,754.99, against income of £42,089.56 excluding interest. Once all
cheques and lodgements have cleared, the balance in the current account will be
£11,374.87.

Expenditure against Budget for FY?24/25.

This was deferred until the June meeting.

Payments made since the last meeting:

Since the last meeting, the following payment has been made.
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Arthur J. Gallagher Insurance Broker Ltd £1,436.25 Insurance 7/5/2025 to

6/5/2026
Payments to be approved:

Bank charges (10/3/25 to 9/4/25) £10.25
Bibby Financial Services Ltd (March and April bin emptying) £82.40
Playsafety Ltd (RoSPA inspections) £196.80
Bucklebury Memorial Hall (waste management 1/7/24 to 31/12/24) £420.00
Hampshire Association of Local Councils Ltd (BALC £532.67
membership)

Beenham Wind Orchestra £150.00
Bucklebury Guides £100.00
Salaries, pension contributions and expenses £1,317.33

Bank Reconciliation to the 12" May 2025.

The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 12" May which showed a balance of
£26,075.43 once all cheques and lodgements have cleared. Lodgements since the last
meeting include the first half of the precept (£20,000), a memorial permit payment and a
payment from Frilsham Parish Council for defibrillator pads.

To review balances as per most recent statements:

Lloyds Current Account balance after all cheques £26,075.43
cleared and lodgements received (12/5/25):

Lloyds Current Account: 17/4/2025  £11,990.35
Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: 17/4/25 £25,624.31
Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25

Memorial Hall Grant.

The Memorial Hall committee has just completed work on improved disabled access,

that repairs are needed to the roof above the Committee Room including the lantern roof
light which are expected to cost approximately £11,000. BPC has ring fenced funds of
£6,000 for the Memorial Hall. It was agreed that this should only be spent on the
disabled access, disabled toilet or the Committee Room roof. The Clerk will write to the
Committee and clarify the use of the funds and the best way to maximise their value
(possibly through match funding).

Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.

RoSPA Inspections.

The RoSPA inspection of the play areas took place in April. Several issues were raised
about rotting timbers in the multi-play unit. These have been inspected since the RoSPA
inspection and whilst they need to be monitored on a regular basis, no immediate danger
has been identified.

Meadows.

Meeting of the Meadows Committee.

meeting at the kissing gate by Byles Green Farm.

particularly from Broad Lane and refurbished disabled toilets. It has also been discovered

It was agreed that a Meadows Committee would take place on Tuesday 20™ May at 10am,

HP
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Highways.
Speed Indicator Device (SID).

The speed of over one million vehicles has now been recorded from the monitored 30mph
zones during daylight. 77% of vehicles are exceeding the 30mph speed limit. This
information has been sent to the relevant authorities.

The frame supporting SID has been repaired by Cllr. Southgate after it was run over and
bent out of shape.

Cllr. Pask reported that he had met with Matt Barber, the Police and Crime
Commissioner. The new speed enforcement officer is now in place and there is a
dedicated team of police enforcement officers. It was agreed that Cllr. Pask write to Matt
Barber on behalf of BPC, asking for more support to oppose speeding.

Permanent SIDs.

The Permanent Speed Indicator Device Policy has still not been produced by WBC. They
appear to work well where they are installed and operational.

It was suggested that a letter of complaint should be written about the time this policy has
taken to be delivered.

Double Yellow Lines at Mount Pleasant.

WBC is progressing the parking restrictions at Mount Pleasant.
20mph Zone in Bucklebury Village.

A 20mph zone in Bucklebury Village is under consideration by WBC.
Community Speed Watch (CSW).

TVP receive approximately 20 complaints a day from recipients of letters, whose vehicle
details have been recorded as speeding, who are questioning the CSW operators’ abilities
at the roadside.

Cllr. Southgate will arrange a CSW training session in the coming weeks.

Grit Bins.

The Clerk is in the process of applying for licenses from WBC to move the Bucklebury
Farm Park grit bin onto Pease Hill, and for a new bin north of the swale in Bucklebury
Village.

Cllr. Southgate reported that a summer maintenance programme and volunteers are
needed to put some of the grit bins on slabs.

Environment.

VE — Day 80 event (Thursday 8" May).

The evening went very well with lots of positive comments. The weather was good
resulting in no need for any of the big tents. Plenty of volunteers on the day made the set
up relatively straight forwards.

Special thanks were extended to Cllr. Allum and his brother for sourcing, building and
organising transport of the stage, and organising the refilling and lighting of the beacon.
Cllr. Southgate’s sound system was excellent and made a huge difference, as did his
bunting and flags!

Cllr. Dickens did a great job of keeping the ball rolling throughout the evening.

There were enough volunteers to run the games, which the children enjoyed, and the
tombola, raffle and cash buckets raised £645 for SSAFA. ClIr. Windmill was thanked for
sorting the tombola.

District Cllr. Read sourced parking signs and Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Teal managed parking
on the evening, which all worked very well.

Clearing up the following day was straight forwards too.

A special VE 80 edition of The Oaks is being put together, hopefully with some good
photographs.

All the readers have been thanked and cards will be sent thanking the Beenham Wind

Band and the Kennet school musicians. In addition, the Headteacher of Kennet School
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and Headmaster of Bradfield College have received letters from the Chairman thanking
them for their schools’ participation.

For events of up to 500 people, the first aiders advised that three first aiders need to be
present. They wanted the person responsible for go/nogo decisions to be high-lighted in
the Risk Assessment.

182 |Sustainable Bucklebury.

Cllr. Southgate has purchased the Seaward PT100 PAT testing equipment. Fourteen
items were PAT tested (and passed) for the VE 80 event. This was important as the
equipment was being used by the Kennet School Band.

The Clerk’s electrical equipment now needs to be tested.

The equipment is now available for use at Bucklebury Repair Café, and for testing
equipment owned by other non-commercial groups in the parish/neighbouring parishes.
18.3 |Works on the Common.

Two “Walk and Talk” sessions have been organised by Bucklebury Estate, meeting in the
South carpark (off the Common straight) at 4pm on 5 and 13" June. Places are limited
to 30 people per session and can be booked following the link on the BPC website.

On the Common, repairs are currently taking place to the haul roads in the gulleys.

18.4  |Permitted path from Bucklebury Village to Walnut Tree Cottages.

Of the two possible routes identified, the land owner to north has questions over liability;
the Clerk has consulted WBC rights of Way (Elaine Cox). HP
The land owner to south has been asked, but timing is not good, due to construction of a
bund along the north side of the field, which would be the route of the permitted path.
19 Reports from Meetings.

19.1 District Parish Conference.

Cllr. Dickens reported that the District Parish Conference covered the proposals for the
new Ridgeway Council, encouragement for parishes to take on more services under
devolution, and information about community outreach services.

20 [Round Table Comments.

20.1 [[riangle in Bucklebury Village.
The logs are still in place around the triangle, despite those who put them there being
warned of the implications. Cllr. Dickens will have another conversation. BD

20.2 |Swale in Bucklebury Village.

The swale dried up a few hours after the river was cleared from the squeeze point down.
It was noted that villagers are not keen on a grit bin near the swale.

20.3 [Police Have Your Say.

There is a Police “Have your say” opportunity on Sunday evening on the straight section
of Roundfield.

The meeting concluded at 9.40pm.

Date of next meetings:

Annual Parish Assembly: Friday 23" May at 7.45pm — Bucklebury Memorial Hall.
Bucklebury Planning Committee: Tuesday 27%" May at 7pm — Committee Room, The Victory
Room, Bucklebury Village.

BPC Meeting: Monday 9% June at 7pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall.
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