Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on

6.2

6.3

7.1
7.1.1

Monday 10" November 2025 at 7pm

Present: Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr.
D. Southgate; Cllr. P. Spours; Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. C. Willett; ClIr. T. Williams; Cllr. L.
Windmill; Cllr. G. Woods; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk).

No members of the public.

Apologies.

There were apologies for absence from District Cllr. Read.

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.

Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

There were no declarations of interest.

[Public Session.

No matters were raised during the public session.

Minutes of the meeting of BPC on the 13" October 2025.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 13™ October 2025 were approved as
an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

Chair’s Report

Highways.

District Cllr. Read has followed up on a number of the issues Cllr. Dickens raised and
repainting of white lines at junctions has now been carried out.

Road signs remain dirty and overgrown giving a very negative impression of the parish.
'WBC has a road sign cleaning machine and it was requested that this visits Bucklebury.
Clerk’s Report.

Commemorative Trees on the Recreation Ground.

Before a replacement tree is planted on the Recreation Ground, Cllr. Allum has asked that a
management plan is in place for watering. It was noted that an external water source at the
Victory Room, whether in the form of an outside tap or a water butt, would make this task
much easier to carry out. Cllr. Willett will raise this possibility with the Victory Room
committee and will also try and organise a rota with people who live in the Village to
undertake the watering.

Defibrillator Cabinet Labels.

The replacement defibrillator cabinet labels have arrived. The Victory Room and the Blade
Bone defibrillator cabinets need be cleaned before the new labels are stuck on.

December BPC meeting.

The December meeting will start at 7pm. After the meeting, there will be mulled wine and
mince pies to celebrate the festive season.

Cllr. Woods will provide mince pies, Cllr. Allum will provide mulled wine and the Clerk
will bring a pan, ladle and glasses.

[Planning.
Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:

24/00701/FUL — Ivinghoe (Stanford Dingley Parish).

Demolition of existing bungalow and replacement with a new dwelling and landscape
enhancements. (Raising of the floor by 15c¢m).

A further amendment has been submitted to this application which raises the floor level of
the proposed single storey dwelling by 15cm.
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7.2
7.2.1

7.2.2

7.3

7.4

8.2

8.3

8.4

Surface water flooding continues to be a concern and it was agreed that BPC’s submitted
objection to the application remains valid.
Planning Decisions made by WBC:

25/01790/FUL & 25/01791/LBC — Picton Farm, The Slade.

The repair and conversion of existing outbuildings to ancillary residential use. The repair
and extension of an existing storage outbuilding following demolition of small existing
store. Installation of replacement surface water and foul water drainage. Replacement
entrance gates, form new parking area and path to Farmhouse. Definition of the
residential curtilage associated with Picton Farmhouse which is listed at Grade 2.

BPC had no objection to these applications which have been approved by WBC.
25/01913/HOUSE - Shepherds Heath, Chapel Row.

Erection of 1 > storey side extension and upward side extension, with associated internal
and external alterations.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.

Adjacent Parish Applications.

There is a planning application(25/02306/HOUSE) for a free-standing pergola in one of the
new houses on the Ridge in Cold Ash Parish. There is also a listed building application
(25/02078/LBC) for Magpie Farm in Frilsham Parish.

Update on the Local Plan.

No response has been received to the Freedom of Information request sent to WBC about
progress with the master planning. WBC has twenty working days from the date of
submission to respond.

Post meeting: a disappointing response to the FOI request has been received and
circulated to councillors.

District Councillor’s Report.

Local Work.

District Cllr. Read is currently undertaking a local survey about road safety in Upper
Bucklebury to determine what residents would like in terms of infrastructure for speed
control.

There is a new pedestrian crossing on the A4 at the bottom of Church Hill, Midgham to
give safer access to the Brimpton Road community, to the Village Hall and amenities on
the north side of the road.

District Cllr. Read has visited the newly repaired Trim Trail at Bucklebury Primary School,
partially funded by the 2024-25 WBC Members Bid.

Children’s Services.

An Ofsted inspection of WBC children’s services has concluded that the overall
effectiveness of the service is ‘Good’, reflecting the dedication and hard work of the staff
and leaders.

Council and Voluntary Sector.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been adopted with Voluntary and Charitable
Sector organisations to enable earlier collaboration, clearer communication, and stronger
alignment of shared goals to benefit the people of West Berkshire. This includes
developing strategic partnerships to unlock wider opportunities including apprenticeships
and improved social values.

Libraries.

The theme of this year’s Summer Reading Challenge was Story Garden, which aimed to
encourage children to explore the connection between storytelling and nature. In total,
2,721 children took part by visiting a local library and 90 took part digitally. Separate
challenges were available for pre-school and older children.
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9.2

9.3

9.4

10
10.1

10.2

IFinances.

Payments to be approved:
These payments have been set up to be paid online, once authorised by Cllr. Pask.

Bank charges (10/9/25 to 9/10/25) £7.25
Bucklebury Memorial Hall (Grounds maintenance for play areas) £325.00
Bucklebury Memorial Hall (rent for October meeting, coffee

morning & Repair Café) £95.45
Bibby Commercial Finance Ltd (September & October dog bins) £106.08
Fox Fencing (fencing in the meadows) £2,772.00
123Reg (buckleburyparish.org domain) £100.66
Salary, pension, HMRC and minor expenses £1,239.79

Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Southgate and ClIr. Woods have access to authorise payments.

Bank Reconciliation to the 10" November 2025.

The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 10" November 2025 which showed a
balance of £25,170.72 in the community account once all payments and lodgements have
cleared.

To review balances as per most recent statements:

Lloyds Community Account: 20/10/2025 £32,227.25
Lloyds Community Instant Access Account for

meadows: 20/10/2025 £25,716.84
Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25
Budget for FY26/27.

Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Southgate will review the draft budget for the next financial year with
the Clerk.
Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.

Play Park.
Inspections continue to be made on a regular basis with litter being cleared as necessary.

The access gate, which needs replacement, requires periodic easing with a crow bar to
ensure it can close without scuffing on the concrete surface.

The loose seats on the static horse have become tight since the weather has turned wetter
and require no immediate action. All the equipment support posts remain stable despite
ROSPA indicating some decay at ground level.

Questions were asked about the bin, which was originally by the entrance to the play area.
This was removed during the COVID lockdown as a result of being set on fire.

BMX Track.

The track continues to be well used, but damage has been caused to the grass banks by
riders not keeping to the correct path. The track is also now holding water in several areas
after rain. A hole has developed in the existing surface, possibly as a result of use by an e-
bike.

The WBC Members Bid application for £5,000 towards funding the cost of tarmacking the
track has been successful. This is approximately 50% of the total anticipated cost. The
Clerk will talk to Greenham Trust about additional funding.

In early September the seating area at the track suffered from extensive graffiti which was
promptly painted over. Unfortunately, on Friday 7" November it was noted that the shelter
was again vandalised by graffiti and will need to be repainted over again.
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11

Meadows.

The West Berkshire Countryside Society volunteers are returning to the meadows on 9"
December. The Meadows Committee will meet and identify work which can then be
discussed with the volunteers.

The lock on the field gate to the south of the large meadow has disappeared. The Clerk
will purchase a replacement.

Bonfire Night event.

12
12.1

12.2

13
13.1

13.2

13.2.1

13.3

The bonfire at the event was huge. It was questioned what materials were on the bonfire in
addition to pallets and wood. Ash and singed paper debris littered the meadows, Turners
Green and as far as Bucklebury Slade. Whilst annoying for residents, it also posed a fire
risk for thatched cottages and the Common; luckily there were no incidents.

The event attracts a lot of visitors from afar with cars which have to be parked somewhere
(the pub carpark is closed for the event). This results in cars being parked on both sides of
Broad Lane, some in very awkward positions. Access for emergency services may well be
restricted due to some of the parking.

Fireworks for the event were set off from the meadows, with BPC having just over a
week’s notice that this was the plan. Given the close proximity of the public footpath on
the eastern boundary of the meadow and the permitted path around the periphery, some
footpath closures should be in place. As the landowner of the meadows, BPC has a duty of
care.

It was agreed that Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Southgate and Cllr. Pask would meet with the
landlord of The Cottage Inn and discuss the concern and how best to address the issues
whilst continuing to support the event.

Cemetery.

Working Party.

A working party will take place on Saturday 22" October.

Cemetery Carols.

It was agreed that funds raised at Cemetery Carols this year will all go towards the
Memorial Hall and the maintenance work which is urgently needed.

Cllr. Allum, CllIr. Southgate, Cllr. Woods and the Clerk will work on organising the event.
It was agreed that a generator would be hired in for the event.

The lighting, used in previous years has now been donated to BPC. However, whilst it
passed a PAT test, it failed on the visual test of the plug, fuse and cable connections.
Approval was granted for expenditure of up to £120 for new LED lights.

Highways.

Speed Indicator Device (SID).

SID has now been successfully deployed at Hillfoot.

In total, 1,295,667 vehicles have been logged since deployment of SID started in the parish.
In the most recently downloaded data, a vehicle has been recorded doing 103mph on
Burdens Heath at 7.20am on a Friday morning; this was reduced to 101mph when the
vehicle passed the sign.

Community Speed Watch (CSW).

To date, 17 CSW sessions have been carried out. During these sessions, the maximum
recorded speed has been 61mph. As a result of these sessions, letters have been sent to 293
vehicle owners and 119 vehicles have been reported to TVP.

Update on new volunteers.

There are currently 17 CSW volunteers and the potential for more to come forwards.
Consideration of 20mph speed limits in the parish.

A consultant, Stacey Moneith-Skelton has organised a Teams call to discuss 20mph zones
in the parish. CllIr. Southgate has submitted the SID data and dash cam footage through

Bucklebury Village to her in advance of the meeting.

HP

BD
DS
GP

HP

DS

DS
GP

DS
GP

2025/67



13.4

13.5

13.6

13.7

13.8

14
14.1

14.2

14.3

A resident in Bucklebury Village is keen to push for a 20mph limit, which is supported by
the average speed data collected by SID. The existing 30mph limit is therefore
encouraging inappropriate driving and the use of the horns around bends.

TVP Award.

BPC was successful in its application to the PCC Thames Valley Community Fund for new
permanent SIDs in the parish. However, there is still no policy from WBC and they advise
against using the Elan City device despite its widespread use elsewhere in the UK.

Cllr. Southgate and Cllr. Pask will go to the award and presentation event on 21st
November in Reading.

Weight limit/Width limit on hump back bridge in Bucklebury Village.

CllIr. Willett has contacted WBC about a weight and/or width limit on the road through
Bucklebury Village (particularly over the hump back bridge). Very recently a twelve-
wheeler has attempted to go through the village for access to New Barn Farm. Being too
big to go round the bend and over the bridge, the vehicle then had to reverse back through
the village, destroying more of the triangle in so doing. Photographs and video of the
incident were sent to WBC in support of the request.

Mount Pleasant / The Triangle, Upper Bucklebury - no waiting restrictions.

A public consultation on the no waiting scheme is open from 6™ to the 27" November.
This scheme will protect both the junction with Burdens Heath and with Harts Hill Road.
Grit Bins.

CllIr. Willett will take a photograph of the preferred site, to the north of the swale, for the
new grit bin and draw a map showing the ideal location. The Clerk will then forward the
information to WBC for a license, before ordering a green bin.

It was suggested that it might be useful to have a grit bin on both sides of the swale.
There’s no update on moving the grit bin from inside Bucklebury Farm Park to Pease Hill.
Additional Road warning signs to cover cows.

It was questioned whether WBC will be installing ‘cow’ warning signs on the Common.
Post meeting: these signs are now being installed.

Environment.

Sustainable Bucklebury.

At the last Sustainable Bucklebury meeting on the 4™ November, there was a presentation
on the ‘zero hour’ campaign which aims to increase support for the Climate and Nature
Bill, reversing biodiversity loss by 2030. The achievements of our local churches in the
Eco Church project were also presented.

The success of the Bucklebury Repair Café was reported and some improvements have
been identified. Plans are being made for a second Repair Café on Saturday 31% January
2026. The aim is for Repair Café sessions to become self-sufficient.

During the meeting, there was a discussion on the ‘plastic free’ initiative which aims to
reduce consumption of single use plastics. Forming a small group to lead this initiative is
being explored instead of a single individual.

Works on the Common.

It was noted that people had been told that the piles of stumps would be removed by
Christmas.

Hash and Chan’s Leaving Party.

The leaving party for Hash and Chan will take place on Sunday 16" November from 2pm
until 4.30pm in the Victory Room. The party has been advertised with posters, on
Facebook, around various WhatsApp groups and via the church newsletter.

The events committee are paying for the hall and BPC are supplying tea, coffee etc.
People have been asked to bring cakes along to serve.

A specially commissioned plate and a large cheque will be presented to Hash and Chan for
all they have done for local people.
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15 Correspondence.

15.1 Bucklebury Community Bus.

It was agreed to make a donation of £500 to Bucklebury Community Bus which transports
pupils from Bucklebury to Kennet School and back. More information will be requested
from the trustees about the future of the charity.

15.2 Newbury Weekly News Over 80s Parcel Fund.

It was agreed to make a donation of £100 to Greenham Trust for the Newbury Weekly
News Over 80s parcel fund.

16 |Reports from any meetings:

16.1 |WBC District Parish Conference — Tuesday 21* October.

Cllr. Pask reported that: Laura Callan had given a presentation on enforcement, there was a
presentation on what services parishes can buy into, and an update on the proposal for the
Ridgeway Council.

16.2 [Victory Room.

The Victory Room committee are running a quiz night on the 22" November; tickets are
£15.00.

17 |Round Table Comments.

17.1 [Public Consultation on changes to the admissions at Kennet School.
Cllr. Loader commented that there is currently a public consultation on the reduction in the
yearly intake of pupils from 300 to 270 and that preference will be given to pupils from
primary schools within the Kennet academy, which includes Whitelands. Whitelands
currently falls in the catchment of Trinity School.
17.2 Bucklebury History Society.
On 13™ November, Mark Thomas will uncover the mysteries of the 700-year-old chapel,
also known as The Old Bluecoat School, Thatcham.
The meeting concluded at 9pm.
Date of next meetings:
BPC Meeting:

Monday 8" December at 7pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury.
Cemetery Carols — Monday 22" December at 6pm - Cemetery.
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