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What has happened so far?

* Current Local Plan covers up until 2026

* Northeast Thatcham
* Included in draft local plan (2018-2021)
* Grazeley development cancelled (2020)
* SP17 came forward to fill the gap (2021

e Public Consultations
* Both Regl8 (2021) & Regl19 (2023)
* Professional advice & input
* Your comments

* Independent Examination (2024)

* Planning Inspector, William Fieldhouse

* BPC presented all our evidence

* Inspector’s interim finding (2024)

* Not viable with 1500 homes but
viable with 2500

* WABC has accepted findings because....

)
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Bigger Picture

Previous Government
» Secretary of State direction to WBC

New Government
* Focus on more housebuilding

New annual targets

* Increases in housing based on most
acute affordability

e WABC from 495 to 1,057 homes
New National Planning Policy

Framework published December 2024

* No plan - government ministers will
decnde with developers

* Presumption in favour of sustainable
development

* Requirement to meet housing
numbers

Little option but to adoEt plan with
2500 at Thatcham Northeast
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16 Decamber 2023
Dear Clir Dillon

| am writing to you over concerns that Wesst Berkshire Council {the Councl) may ywllhdauha
emerging local plan (the plan’) from examination. The recently published agenda for

extraordinary Council meetin g n 19 December indicates that withdrawal of Hrelncalpl s being
considered

The Gavemment is clear that local plans are at the heart of the planning system, an d 1 is essential
that up-to-date plans are in placa and are kept up to date Section 18 (1) of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (ihe 2004 Act) requires mate hlocal glan ning au'.ho rity st
identity the strategic priafities for the development and use of |and in 1he aumorty's area, and
policies to address those pliauhas must ba sat outin ma ;o:al planning authority's de\uE.GDmem
plan documents such as the local plan

The last West Berkshire Local Plan was adopied in 2012, withdrawing the plan at this advanced
stage of preparation will extend the period in which the Council has had no up-to-ate local plan in
place and risks it having no up ta date plan in place in the curent system

Given the Council's propesed intention to withdraw the plan, consideration has been given to the
possible next steps that can be taken in connection with the failure 1o have an up-to-date plan in
place, including intervention by the Secretary of State

The Secretary of State has n 27 of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Aci 2004 (‘the m\u 1] nfnetr\nk \hai | ik |: Iplmm g authority is r |ngaomu ng
to do anything it is necessary for them bodn nwn ection with the preparation, revision
adoption of their local plan. It is G the plam from wo Id be &
clear failure by the Council of the statutory lest 391 outin swlwl 27(1) of the 2004 Act.

PM vows to
stop ‘nimby
lobby’and
get bulldlng

Starmer hlames bureaucrats for housing prices
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Labour bid
to ‘bulldoze’
the Home
Counties

Tories claim planning blitz for new homes

will mean local oppeosition is swept aside




We need to change tack...

* Until now, we have opposed any
development at Northeast Thatcham.

* Political decisions and local plan process
have now overtaken this.

* Important WBC has a new plan, and BPC
exerts maximum influence to mitigate
impact of Thatcham Northeast on the
Bucklebury community

* Move to mitigation rather than outright
opposition
e Sustainability Appraisal
e Public consultation until 31 January 2025
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Next step for everyone

Changes to Main Modifications to the Local
Plan

Sustainability Appraisal is most important
for us

Public consultation until 31 January 2025

Complicated document but section on SP17
is important section

Access to this document and the form to
use for replies are on WBC or BPC website

* Thatcham Northeast Development tab
BPC will reply drafted by Andrew Black.

Volume of Bucklebury residents’ responses
counts

West Berkshire Local Plan Review 2022-2039 (LPR)
Consultation on Proposed Main Modifications
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3 "_‘ X Representation Form

Ref:

{For official use only)

Please By email: planningpolicy@westherks gov uk
complete and

return this By post: Planning Policy, Development and Housing, Council Offices,

form: Market Street, Newbury, RG14 5LD

Return by: 11:59pm on Friday 31 January 2025

Please read the Guidance Note, available on the Council’s website
hitps://www westberks gov uk/lpr-proposed-main-modifications, before making your
representations.

This form has two parts.
PART A — Your details
PART B — Your representation(s)

Please complete a new farm for each representation you wish to make.

PART A: Your details
Flease note the following:
* We cannot register your representation without your defalls.
» Representations cannot be kept confidential and will be available for public scrutiny,
however, your contact details will not be published

1. Your details 2 Agent's details (if applicable)

Title

First Name*

Last Name*

Job title
(where relevant)

Qrganisation
(where relevant)

Address™
Please include
postcode

Email address*

Telephone number

Consultee ID

(if known)




Then...

* Lobbying
* MPs
* Olivia Bailey
e Lee Dillon
e District Counsellor

e Chris Read for Bucklebury Ward
* Will join the platform for questions

[

* Please ensure that they know your
thoughts.
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BPC Future Actions... L:gld A

Indicative Green Infrastucture Buffer
—e Indhcative Accass

Ancient Weodland

e ..toensure BPCis fully consulted during
the production of a WBC Strategic
Planning Document.

e Result of 12-month masterplanning
process

* Between WBC and the developer
* But Parish Councils are consulted.

* |ssues for us;

* Green space separation for Upper
Bucklebury

e Traffic ‘rat running’ through the villages

* Environment !
* Infrastructure
* Schools, Doctors’ surgery etc
* Roads, Drains, Services
* Provision early in the plan
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Thank you

Questions and Comments
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