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What has happened so far?
• Current Local Plan covers up until 2026
• Northeast Thatcham 

• Included in draft local plan (2018-2021)
• Grazeley development cancelled (2020)
• SP17 came forward to fill the gap (2021)

• Public Consultations 
• Both Reg18 (2021) & Reg19 (2023)
• Professional advice & input
• Your comments

• Independent Examination (2024)
• Planning Inspector, William Fieldhouse 
• BPC presented all our evidence

• Inspector’s interim finding (2024)
• Not viable with 1500 homes but 

viable with 2500
• WBC has accepted findings because….
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Bigger Picture
• Previous Government

• Secretary of State direction to WBC
• New Government

• Focus on more housebuilding
• New annual targets

• Increases in housing based on most 
acute affordability

• WBC from 495 to 1,057 homes
• New National Planning Policy 

Framework published December 2024
• No plan - government ministers will 

decide with developers
• Presumption in favour of sustainable 

development
• Requirement to meet housing 

numbers
• Little option but to adopt plan with 

2500 at Thatcham Northeast
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We need to change tack…
• Until now, we have opposed any 

development at Northeast Thatcham.

• Political decisions and local plan process 
have now overtaken this.

• Important WBC has a new plan, and BPC 
exerts maximum influence to mitigate 
impact of Thatcham Northeast on the 
Bucklebury community

• Move to mitigation rather than outright 
opposition

• Sustainability Appraisal
• Public consultation until 31 January 2025
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Next step for everyone
• Changes to Main Modifications to the Local 

Plan 

• Sustainability Appraisal is most important 
for us

• Public consultation until 31 January 2025

• Complicated document but section on SP17 
is important section

• Access to this document and the form to 
use for replies are on WBC or BPC website

• Thatcham Northeast Development tab

• BPC will reply drafted by Andrew Black.

• Volume of Bucklebury residents’ responses 
counts
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Then…
• Lobbying

• MPs 
• Olivia Bailey 
• Lee Dillon

• District Counsellor
• Chris Read for Bucklebury Ward
• Will join the platform for questions

• Please ensure that they know your 
thoughts.
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BPC Future Actions…

• …to ensure BPC is fully consulted during 
the production of a WBC  Strategic 
Planning Document.

• Result of 12-month masterplanning 
process

• Between WBC and the developer
• But Parish Councils are consulted.

• Issues for us;
• Green space separation for Upper 

Bucklebury
• Traffic ‘rat running’ through the villages
• Environment
• Infrastructure

• Schools , Doctors’ surgery etc 
• Roads, Drains, Services
• Provision early in the plan
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Thank you

Questions and Comments
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