Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on

52

6.2

Monday 13" October 2025 at 7pm

Present: Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr.
D. Southgate; Cllr. Spours; Cllr. C. Willett; Cllr. G. Woods; District Cllr. Read.
No members of the public.

Apologies.
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. Williams, Cllr. Teal, Cllr. Windmill and Mrs.

H. Pratt (Clerk).

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.

Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

ClIr. Woods declared an interest in planning application 25/02057/HOUSE.
[Public Session.

No matters were raised during the public session.

Minutes of the meeting of BPC on the 8 September 2025.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 8™ September 2025 were approved as
an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

Chair’s Report

Bucklebury Footpath between Walnut Tree Cottages and The Victory Room.

The southern route has been discussed with Bucklebury Estates. Bucklebury Estate raised
concerns about where people go west of Walnut Tree but the proposal is a significant
improvement to current situation.

WBC Highways

Cllr. Dickens conducted a tour of roads in the parish as car access remains the main
transport option, given the decline in public transport. He reported 3 pot holes to WBC that
were assessed and rejected within 3 hours of reporting which raised concerns over the
quality of decision given the speed of response. District Cllr. Read was asked to investigate
this matter. Overgrowing vegetation remains a concern alongside signage, missing
signage, signage cleaning, white lines and resurfacing. White lines are missing from Hatch
Lane weeks after resurfacing. District Cllr. Read was asked to investigate the timescales to
replace missing signage, signage cleaning and white line replacement. District Cllr. Read
reported that his recent surveys had shown improvements in pot holes over the last two
years, but these were clearly not the only road issues. Recent resurfacing of Briff Lane had
left a fire hydrant stuck closed which had been reported. It was also noted that resurfacing
methods left hazards for cyclists where manholes etc were at a sudden lower level. A
forward plan for resurfacing works in the parish would be appreciated. Various roads were
discussed and District Cllr. Read advised that unclassified roads (of which there are many
in Bucklebury) were the lowest priority in WBC’s road resurfacing triage process.

Clerk’s Report.

Commemorative Trees on the Recreation Ground.

CllIr. Willett has installed the replacement plaque on the post for ‘Erica’s tree’. ‘Graham’s
A replacement tree is needed for ‘Graham’s tree’ and a watering/care plan needs to be
established.

The Oaks.

The value, use, retention and recycling of The Oaks were discussed. Any colour edition
would need lots of photos to justify the use of colour. There was no appetite to seek
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advertising in The Oaks. Special editions like D-Day and VE-Day were seen as good use
of colour.

It was proposed to have one colour and two black and white publications a year. The
colour edition could for include a photographic competition or a special Parish event.
Cllr. Dickens reported that he would be submitting articles containing BPC news to the
Bucklebury PCC magazine, NewsLink on an occasional basis.

Defibrillators.

The Clerk has sourced replacement labels for the Victory Room, Blade Bone and Peaches
defibrillator cabinets from Welmedical who supplied the kit to Heartstart Thatcham
originally at a cost of £12 each.

Common Clearing.

All those who supported the event were thanked. There was a very good turnout of
parishioners despite the winds. After the event, the parish appeared noticeably litter free.
It was suggested that task area handout strips should be considered to help the Clerk
distribute the volunteers on the day.

[Planning.
Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:

25/02084/LBC — Ryders, The Avenue.

Removal of existing roof tiles, with all sound tiles retained and reused where possible
(estimated salvageable proportion < 20%). Replacement of failed/damaged tiles with
handmade clay roof tiles of matching size, colour, and appearance. Renewal of ridges,
hips, and associated roof details on a like-for-like basis, using appropriate traditional
methods. Retention of the existing roof structure with no alterations to its form, profile, or
pitch. Replacement of two small dormer windows on a like-for-like basis, matching
original scale, detailing, and materials. Incorporation of bat access tiles.

BPC had no objection to this application.

25/02057/HOUSE — Red Hill House, Briff Lane.

Erection of a swimming pool and changing rooms and associated works.

BPC had no objection to this application; however it was requested that the pool house be
made ancillary to the main property and that there should be no permanent exterior lighting
other than security lighting.

25/02219/HOUSE - 36 Broad Lane.

Rear and front extensions and alterations.

BPC had no objection to this application.

Planning Decisions made by WBC:

25/01010/FULMAJ — Tall Pines, Chapel Row.

A 1 7> storey replacement dwelling of an existing bungalow, including provisions for new
landscaping and car parking arrangements.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
25/00900/FUL — Beenham Hatch, The Avenue.

Erection of a barn to house sheep and store hay.

BPC objected to this application which has been approved by WBC.

Adjacent Parish Applications.

There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary.

Update on the Local Plan.

Four months had passed with WBC only holding one meeting with town and parish
councils, much to the frustration of the BPC Chair and the wider PC.

Since 10" August 2025 there has been no response to BPC’s comments submitted to WBC.
Two emails sent to WBC have received “we are on the case” responses.

One third of the time initially allocated for consultation leading to a Supplementary
Planning Document has now passed and BPC still has no dates for any further engagement.
Cllr. Loader will check the Memorial Hall bookings for the date of any public consultation.
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Engagement with TTC is unclear; an update will be requested from Simon Pike.

Cllr. Spours will update the BPC FOI request and submit it to WBC.

Post meeting: FOI request submitted on the 17" October.

The delay in the WBC process was believed to potentially be to the developer’s advantage,
unless they have their own interaction issues

The Planning Inspector, in his findings, stipulated that there needed to be stakeholder
involvement in the process. What is meaningful engagement and when is it happening? It
was suggested that Planning Officials were not used to engaging with town and parish
councils.

District Cllr. Read was requested to engage with Cllr. Gaines to seek an update and to
encourage the consultation process to begin.

Update on the Conservation Area Appraisal.

Sue Ellis (West Berkshire Heritage Forum) has raised the Bucklebury Village Conservation
Area Appraisal given that WBC now has a Conservation Officer, Rebecca Hawkes-
Reynolds. The final draft of the Appraisal has been awaiting WBC approval for several
years. None of those involved in the project are now on the PC. There is a risk of nothing
happening again.

District Cllr. Read has sent the latest version (V0.5) to WBC for consideration and will
follow up progress with the Conservation Officer.

Update on any Enforcement Issues.

Concerns have been raised by a parishioner on the allocation of the new houses in Paradise
Way and that Sovereign Housing/ WBC may not be fully following the S106 rules. Whilst
the scoring system is a little complicated it should favour local residents.

District Cllr. Read will discuss the issue with Simon Till (WBC Planning Officer).
District Councillor’s Report.

District Parish Conference — Tuesday 21st October.
Parish Councillors are invited to attend this event either virtually or in person. District Cllr.
Read will chase up sharing of the agenda.

Sport and Culture.

Funding has been approved for a 3G pitch at the Faraday Road site. This would extend the
usage of the pitch from approximately 6 hours a week for a traditional pitch to 60 hours per
week.

Social Care.

'WBC has published its annual report for Adult Social Care which showcases a year of
resilience, innovation, and continued commitment to supporting the district's most
vulnerable residents.

Children’s Services.

A new report has been published on Children’s Care in West Berkshire. The report calls
for bold, collaborative action to invest in early years services and for everyone to work
together to ensure every child, no matter their background, has the chance to thrive.
Bucklebury Common Interest Group.

Cattle are being reintroduced to Bucklebury Common by Bucklebury Estate. A bench has
been installed overlooking the gully between Bucklebury Slade and Fanny’s Lane. A walk
and talk event is planned to take place on Tuesday 21 October.

[Finances.

Expenditure against budget to the 30™ September 2025 (first half of the financial year).
During the first half of the year, income of £41,318.17 has been received, which includes
all of the precept - £40,000.

Expenditure for the first half of the year has totalled £20,586.44 which includes £6,000 of
ring-fenced funds which have been paid to the Memorial Hall.
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Payments to be approved:

Bank charges (10/8/25 to 9/9/25) £6.75
PKF Littlejohn LLP (External Audit) £378.00
The Alpha Xperience (Printing of The Oaks) £501.85
Crescent Signs Ltd (Replacement oak plaque) £144.00
Wel Medical Limited (Replacement defibrillator cabinet labels x 3) £43.20
The Clerk’s salary (including back pay), pension and expenses (2

sets of defibrillator pads) £1,550.72
Wessex Insurance Brokers Ltd (Repair Café insurance) £124.73

The second half of the precept (£20,000) was received on the 30 September 2025.

Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Pask, Cllr. Southgate, Cllr. Woods and the Clerk have now been set up
with online access to the bank account. It is anticipated that from the November meeting
BPC will start making payments online and not via cheque.

Bank Reconciliation to the 13" October 2025.

The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 13™ October 2025 which showed a
balance of £29,396.95 in the community account once all cheques and lodgements have
cleared.

To review balances as per most recent statements:

Lloyds Community Account: 19/9/2025 £12,365.72
Lloyds Community Instant Access Account for 19/9/2025 £25,704.16
meadows:

Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25

Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.

Weekly Inspections.

Weekly inspections continue with no new issues raised.

BMX Track.

A WBC Members bid application has been submitted for £5,000 towards the cost of
resurfacing the BMX track with tarmac, replacement fencing at the entrance and a
replacement self-closing gate to the play area. The application is understood to have
received positive feedback from WBC.

Accidents in the play area over the summer.

Two children have had accidents on the blue igloo climbing frame over the summer. As a
result of one of these incidents, the parent took the child to minor injuries to be checked
over. Offers have been made to the parents to meet with them, but no response has been
received.

Meadows.

The work on the fencing in the meadows behind the Cottage Inn was completed last week
by Fox Fencing to a good standard.

The West Berkshire Countryside volunteers are returning before Christmas to carry out
more work in the meadows. The Meadows Committee needs to walk around the meadows
and prioritise work for them to do.

Cemetery.

Cemetery Carols.

The Clerk is leading the organising of Cemetery Carols. There is a checklist of activities
on the website. Key contributors already contacted. The charity to be supported and
mulled wine production will be considered at the November BPC meeting.

Wooden Headstone.
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A family are discussing a wooden grave marker in the old Cemetery. It was agreed that
any design should be approved by the Burial Board to ensure longevity and safety.
Burial Board & Working Party

13
13.1

The Clerk will issue a doodle poll of dates for a working party and a Burial Board meeting.
Highways.
Speed Indicator Device (SID).

SID continues to be deployed on a regular basis. The latest figures show that the few high-
speed drivers have not changed their behaviour. On a Monday afternoon in September,
87mph was recorded and on a Saturday afternoon, 67mph was recorded in Broad Lane.
Based on the SID data on average:

e 1in 1,000 (4 in 1,000 at Scotland Corner) vehicles are doing more than 60mph,

e 1in 10 (1 in 3 at Scotland Corner) vehicles are doing more than 40mph,

e 1in4 (1 in 2 at Scotland Corner) vehicles are doing more than 36mph.

Following the recruitment and training of two new volunteers, two new sites have been
approved at Hillfoot and SID is being deployed there.

Community Speed Watch (CSW).

13.2

13.3

Cllr. Pask was thanked for organising a number of CSW sessions and very effectively
wielding the speed gun. To date, twelve sessions have been conducted.

Results will be lower than SID data due to drivers warning other motorists.

Approval for an additional site in Chapel Row has been requested from TVP.

Update on new volunteers.

14

One new SID operator has been recruited and trained and three new CSW volunteers have
been recruited and trained.

Despite the punchy yellow insert in The Oaks, it has had limited effect getting people to
volunteer. The best method of recruitment to date has been talking to interested people
during CSW sessions. Areas light on volunteers need to be targeted when people are out
and about.

Cllr. Southgate will ask TVP for sample letters sent to drivers to share with the team.
Environment.

14.1

Sustainable Bucklebury.

14.1.1

14.1.2

14.1.3

Sustainable Bucklebury Repair Café.

The first, very successful Repair Café was held on Saturday 11" October in the Oak
Room. The event was advertised on social media and 400 flyers were distributed as well as
being available in The Cottage Inn and Peaches. Fourteen volunteers helped, including
seven repairers.

There were approximately 60 visitors and 29 repair requests, the majority of which were
successfully fixed.

BPC has budgeted £300 for funding the Repair Café events, whether that be for the
insurance (£124.73 on an annual basis) or the cost of the hall. Donations will be used to
pay for materials (for repairs) and refreshments for future events, with any surplus being
paid back to BPC.

Sustainable Bucklebury Meetings.

The last Sustainable Bucklebury meeting was largely a discussion on the Repair Café.
Other topics included how to promote the group, accepting donations and the Instagram
profile. Details of natural products which can be used as replacements for shop bought
items were shared, including conker detergent.

A volunteer to take the lead on a Plastic Free initiative which aims to reduce plastic
consumption locally is sought.

Community Orchard.

Cllr. Allum has applied to Veolia for a grant of £1,350 for 15 trees and planting materials
(no labour) for a community orchard on the small meadow.
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Events

Christmas Tree Competition — 14th December in the Victory Rooms.
Information about the competition is being sent out to all the local clubs, and will be put
on social media and WhatsApp groups to encourage groups and individuals to enter a tree.
There will be prizes for the funniest, most original and tree with most votes.
There will also be a card and plant stall, along with a guess the weight of the cake and
guess the number of sweets in a jar. Refreshments will be available.
It was questioned whether BPC want to enter a tree.
Hash and Chan’s [eaving Event - Sunday 16th November 2pm Victory Rooms.
The collection for Hash and Chan is going well and has raised £680 to date.
Cllr. Woods will explore prices for a silver plate and Cllr. Spours will give Cllr. Woods
more options for sourcing silverware. The remaining donations can be vouchers and
possibly contribute towards the tea party. A photo frame for a spoof “Daily Spar”
congratulatory front page which will include photos of the tea party will be presented to
them after the event.
May Day 2026 at Chapel Row.
Music, games and beacon lighting will take place at Chapel Row following a similar
format to the last event on the 1% May 2026. There is a May pole available.
Beacon socket at Bucklebury Playing Field.
There was a discussion about where the second socket for the beacon should be installed.
This will be given some thought.
Correspondence.

WBC District Parish Conference — Tuesday 21% October.

Anyone interested in attending, either in person or via Zoom must register in advance. No
agenda had been published had been published on the 13" October.

Reports from any meetings:

Patient Participation Group.

After the 1% October 2025, the NHS requires a working day online triage process. The
Chapel Row Surgery (CRS) operates a morning only online triage process receiving
approximately 100 requests per day. Because the current process is believed to work well
for all, CRS is requesting an exemption from the new NHS requirement.

There has been some confusion over this year’s process for Flu and Covid immunisations
and bookings.

Of note regarding the provision of medical facilities at the NE Thatcham development,
Theale has seen a 25% increase in population with new housing and as yet no increase in
medical facilities.

Bucklebury History Group

On Thursday 13" November Mark Thomas will be giving a presentation on The Old
Bluecoats School at The Victory Room.

Bucklebury Memorial Hall.

There has been a £3,300 overspend on repairs to the roof due to the roof apex and the gable
cladding being in disrepair.

Bucklebury Common Interest Group

Cllr. Loader reported that he had attended the Common Interest Group meeting.

There has been good recovery from mud and mess caused by the works on the common last
winter. This multi-year project has seen ponds restored, leaky dams built, 2.5km of new
paths, 208 veteran trees haloed and restoration of heathland. The large piles of roots
around the common will be gone by Christmas. The carparks have been improved and six
new information signs have been installed.

The ten belted Galloway cows have arrived in the parish and are currently being trained
before being grazed on Burdens Heath. A group of volunteers will check on the cattle and
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report any concerns to the warden who will be managing them, and the fenceless grazing
technology.
18 Round Table Comments.

18.1 Website
The planning section of the website (provided by Hugo Fox) is still not working; this is part
of the premium service provided. Details of a protocol were expected from WBC for Hugo
Fox to fix their code. This needs to be followed up.
A decision needs to be made on whether to include a link to the WBC planning site rather
than the Hugo Fox planning page if the problem cannot be resolved. This raised the
question of the cost, if the service is not being provided.
The meeting concluded at 8.55pm.
Date of next meetings:
BPC Meeting:
Monday 10" November at 7pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper
Bucklebury.
Bucklebury Planning Committee:
Monday 27" October at 7pm — Victory Room, Bucklebury.
Cemetery Carols — Monday 22" December at 6pm - Cemetery.
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