Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on

5.2

53

5.4

5.5

Monday 8™ December 2025 at 7pm

Present: Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr.
D. Southgate; Cllr. P. Spours; Cllr. P. Teal; Cllr. C. Willett; ClIr. T. Williams; Cllr. L.
Windmill; District Cllr. C. Read; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk).

No members of the public.

Apologies.

There were apologies for absence from Cllr. Woods.

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.

Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

There were no declarations of interest.

[Public Session.

No matters were raised during the public session.

Minutes of the meeting of BPC on Monday 10" November 2025.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 10" November 2025 were approved as
an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

Chair’s Report

Peaches Stores.

The new management of Peaches store are now in place. Cllr. Dickens has raised the issue
of the litter in the hedge alongside the carpark with them.

Permitted Path from Bucklebury Village to Walnut Tree Cottages.

Cllr. Dickens has reminded Alasdair Jones-Perrott about the possibility of a permitted path
between Bucklebury Village and Walnut Tree Cottages; it is anticipated that he will meet
with the Clerk early in 2026.

The Oaks.

There will continue to be three editions of The Oaks each year (January/February,
May/June and September/October). It is anticipated that the May/June edition will be in
colour. This does mean that the dates for Common Clearing and the Annual Parish
Assembly will have to be set well in advance.

Budget.

Cllr. Dickens commented on the draft budget circulated and in particular how the precept
has increased over the last 10 years. It was noted that this was largely in response to
devolution of some services by WBC and to engage professional advice to enable the PC to
robustly comment on the Local Plan proposals.

War Memorial.

It is understood that several parishioners have recently commented that Bucklebury doesn’t
have a war memorial. Instead, there are plaques in St. Mary’s Church to the fallen of both
wars (which are understood to be incomplete). It was suggested that a short article be put
in the next edition of The Oaks and the topic revisited.

Clerk’s Report.

Annual Parish Assembly.
It was agreed that the Annual Parish Assembly will take place on Friday 8" May 2026.
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7 [Planning,
7.1 [Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:

7.1.1 25/02544/PACOU - Glenvale Nurseries, Hungerford Lane (Bradfield Parish).
Application under General Permitted Development Order (England) Order 2015 (as
amended) — Schedule 2, Part 3, Class R to determine if prior approval is required for a
proposed: Change of use of existing agricultural building to B8 storage and distribution.
It was agreed that BPC would not make any comment on this application.

7.2 |Planning Decisions made by WBC:

7.2.1 25/02219/HOUSE - 36 Broad Lane.

Rear and front extensions and alterations.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.

7.2.2 25/02084/LBC — Ryders, The Avenue.

Removal of existing roof tiles, with all sound tiles retained and reused where possible
(estimated salvageable proportion < 20%). Replacement of failed/damaged tiles with
handmade clay roof tiles of matching size, colour, and appearance. Renewal of ridges,
hips, and associated roof details on a like-for-like basis, using appropriate traditional
methods. Retention of the existing roof structure with no alterations to its form, profile, or
pitch. Replacement of two small dormer windows on a like-for-like basis, matching
original scale, detailing, and materials. Incorporation of bat access tiles.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.

7.2.3 25/01614/HOUSE — The Farmhouse, Westrop Farm (Cold Ash Parish).

Proposed single storey extension, new front porch, amendments to external treatment and
fenestration.

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.

7.3 |Adjacent Parish Applications.

There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary.

District Councillor’s Report.

8.1 District ClIr. Read commented on the results from his survey amongst Upper Bucklebury
residents on speeding controls. Surveys were delivered to Briff Lane, Little Lane, Berrys
Road, Long Grove, Mortons Lane, Turners Green and Byles Green. Of the 230 surveys
delivered, 46 were returned with numerous comments and suggestions about vehicle speed
throughout the whole parish.

In his Party’s manifesto, it suggests that all villages will be given the option to have 20mph
zones.

SID and CSW are used to educate drivers; they do not enforce speed limits.

The proof of the 20mph zone concept has been demonstrated in Theale.

9 [Finances.

9.1 [Payments to be approved:
The following payments have been set up to be paid online, once authorised by Cllr.
Dickens and CllIr. Pask.

Bank charges (10/10/25 to 9/11/25) £9.25
Bucklebury Memorial Hall (rent for November meeting, coffee

morning & Sustainable Bucklebury) £49.80
Bibby Commercial Finance Ltd (November dog bins & bus shelter

cleaning) £137.04
Salary, pension, HMRC and minor expenses £1,255.00

92 Bank Reconciliation to the 8" December 2025.

The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 8" December 2025 which showed a
balance of £32,444.57 in the Community Account once all payments and lodgements have
cleared.
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9.3

9.4
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10.1

10.2
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12
12.1

12.2

This includes a receipt of £6,400 from the Police and Crime Commissioner for Vehicle
Activated Signs (VAS) and a transfer of £2,310.10 from the Meadows account to the
Community Account (for the work carried out by Fox Fencing).

To review balances as per most recent statements:

Lloyds Community Account: 20/11/2025 £31,593.46
Lloyds Community Instant Access Account for

meadows: 20/11/2025 £25,730.37
Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25
Budget for FY26/27.

Both Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Southgate have reviewed the budget with the Clerk.

The budgeted total for operational costs is £38,893.64.

There was a discussion about how local infrastructure and BPC projects should be funded,
including the Memorial Hall. It was agreed that the Chairman of the Memorial Hall be
invited to attend the January BPC meeting to share the improvement plans and how the
plans are to be funded.

It was agreed to make the following payments in the current year: GLEAM - £15.00, CCB
- £35.00, West Berkshire Countryside Society - £500.00, WB CAB - £100.00 and Pang
Valley Flood Forum - £100.00.

Fred Dawson Play Park and Pump Track.

Play Park.
Recent inspections have found very little litter in the play park, which tends to indicate that

use has reduced significantly over the past month.

The trees within the park were obscuring CCTV footage of the bike track seating area
where there has been recent vandalism. Branches have now been trimmed back to provide
a clearer view.

BMX Track.

The favoured contractor to tarmac the running surface has not yet been contacted as
sufficient funding is yet to be obtained. As soon as a response is received from the
Greenham Trust then this will be progressed to get the works completed, as soon as
possible, in order to improve the safety of the track surface.

Meadows.

The West Berkshire Countryside volunteers are due in the meadows to trim back vegetation
particularly near the kissing gates and along the western boundary.

They will be returning for a second day’s work in January; suggestions for activities in
either the Meadows or the Hockett Field are welcome.

Bonfire Night event.

Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Pask and Cllr. Southgate met with the Landlord of the Cottage Inn to
discuss the annual bonfire night event. Councillors made their concerns about the event
very clear to the Landlord, and these have been reiterated in a letter.

It is anticipated that planning for the event will start next August, and it has been suggested
that the Landlord attends the September BPC meeting to share his plans.

Cemetery.

Working Party.

The working party on Saturday 22" October was cancelled due to weather.

Cemetery Carols.

It was agreed that, Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Southgate, ClIr Pask and Cllr. Woods would make
mince pies for the event.

The Chapel will be decorated from 10am on Monday 22" December and tidying up will
take place from 9.30am on Tuesday the 23™ December. The Clerk will circulate a rota to
confirm when people are available to help.
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15.5

Highways.

Speed Indicator Device (SID).

The SID has been deployed at Harts Hill, Hatch Lane and Broad Lane since the last
meeting. To date 1,331,673 vehicles have been recorded.

Minor repairs have been carried out to the battery terminals and the unit is back in service.
The spare battery was not charging properly due to extended storage; this has been resolved
with more frequent use.

A letter has been sent to Cllr. Stuart Gourley Executive Portfolio Holder for Environment
and Highways regarding the WBC policy document on SIDs, expressing concern over the
delay and scope of the document. A major supplier to local councils has not been included
yet seems to be a very competitive option. The lack of WBC policy limits BPC’s
progression with the project which has received funding from TVP.

Community Speed Watch (CSW).

New volunteers are helping with the CSW deployment. Ideally one or two more session
leaders are needed to reduce the load on CllIr. Pask.

The CSW was set up with the name “Reading Berkshire Bucklebury Speedwatch Group”,
efforts are being made to change this to “Bucklebury Speedwatch Group”.

Cllr. Pask has organised a visit to Stratfield Mortimer PC next Tuesday to witness use of an
Automatic Speed Watch Camera (ASWC). An ASWC photographs vehicles, records
speeds and reads the number plates. It is operated under the Community Speedwatch
Scheme, but only needs two volunteers to operate it. Stratfield Mortimer PC have the only
ASWC in West Berkshire. It was jointly funded by the PC and WBC.

Environment.

Sustainable Bucklebury.

There will be a second Bucklebury Repair Café event on Saturday 31 January 2026 at All
Saints Church.

Works on the Common.

Cllr. Dickens reported that he has spoken to Alisdair Jones-Perrott about the mounds of
roots which are destined for biomass. The Estate has a retention on the contractors to
ensure the mounds are all removed.

Round Table Comments.

Phishing Email.

Cllr. Loader commented that there have been a number of phishing emails claiming to be
from councillors. Cllr. Loader has set up a banner for all emails originating outside of
BPC.

Footpath from Holly Lane to Cold Ash Parish (adjacent to the Ridge).

The unofficial path from the top of Holly Lane to the beginning of Cold Ash Parish,
adjacent to Holly Lane has been fenced off. A path would make this section of road much
safer for pedestrians. The Clerk will raise the matter with Bucklebury Estate, but there is
uncertainty over land ownership.

Bridleways on the Lower Common.

The Estate Ranger and the Clerk have met and discussed the bridleways on the Lower
Common, many of which had not been used on their definitive line for many years. The
Ranger will cut them with a flail when the land has dried out.

“Cow” warning Signs.

Cow warning signs which are open/closable are now installed across the parish. The aim
is that they will only be open when the cows are grazing in the vicinity of the signs.
Pickle Smell.

Cllr. Allum reported that there is a strong pickle/vinegar smell in certain weather
conditions, particularly along the Ridge. It is believed that this smell emanates from a
factory on Greenham Business Park. Cllr. Allum will raise it with the WBC Public
Protection Partnership.
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15.6

15.7

TRO on the Bucklebury Village Hump Back Bridge.

WBC has agreed to add a TRO restricting HGVs from using the hump back bridge in
Bucklebury Village.

December Coffee Morning.

The December coffee morning will take place on Thursday 18" December rather than the
last Thursday of the month (it being Christmas day).

The meeting concluded at 9pm.
Date of next meetings:

BPC Meeting:

Monday 12% January 2026 at 7pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper
Bucklebury.
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