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Hopefully 2017 will be the year most of our 
water problems will be resolved.  Following 
a very productive meeting with Thames 
Water, residents in Upper Bucklebury 
received a letter explaining their plans for 
replacing the Booster Station on the Hart’s 
Hill. This will be put on the web site. For 
further information please refer to the piece 
in this edition from Thames Water.  
 
Despite the best efforts of our lawyer and 
sustained e-mails to David Wilson Homes 
from Helen Pratt, the last legal problem is 
still unresolved, preventing BPC signing the 
transfer of the meadows to the parish. We 
do hope this will be sorted soon. Rest 
assured, it is high on our list of priorities. 
 
Anthony Gilbert, who has served on the 
parish council for a number of years, has 
been prevented for personal reasons, from 
attending meetings for the last six months. 
Sadly, this means we are seeking a new 
councillor. If you would like to be more 
involved in the parish and join a lively team, 
please contact the clerk. We would like to 
thank Anthony for his help and support and 
wish him well in the future. 
 
We have applied for 30 mile an hour stickers 
for wheelie bins to be distributed to 
residents living on busy roads in the parish. 
We hope this will be an additional reminder 
to drivers to keep to the speed limit. 
 
On Jan 19th a great deal of scrub bashing, 
clearing and hedge planting was carried out 
by 20 members of the work party of the 
West Berkshire Countryside Soc. supervised 
by Sally Wallington and Richard Hubbard. 
The difference they can make in a day is 
impressive and we are very grateful to all the 
volunteers, only four of whom came from 
the parish. 

Anne Hillerton has taken on the 
responsibility, with Barry Dickens who 
already represents BPC on the Memorial 
Hall Committee, of looking at the transfer of 
the management and expense of maintaining 
the playpark and BMX track at the Memorial 
Hall from the Memorial Hall Committee to 
BPC. If all goes well, this will be transferred 
on April 1st.   
 
The precept has remained the same now for 
three years, so it was decided to raise it by 
2%, an increase of £500. For a band D 
property this will be an increase of less than 
50p. As the budget of WBC continues to be 
cut, they are increasingly looking at what 
additional financial responsibilities can be 
passed on the parish councils. So far BPC 
has taken over responsibility for the grit bins 
in the parish. 
 
The bus shelter at Chapel Row will be 
repaired and painted in the spring and a new 
notice board placed inside the bus stop to 
replace the one that is situated 
inconveniently on the outside. 
 
The telephone box, used as a book 
exchange, will be repainted in the traditional 
colour. Jon Willis has very kindly offered to 
do the work. 
 
Damage to the common and byways by 4x4s 
continues. Please report any damage to the 
police and take photos showing number 
plates where possible. Vehicles may only 
drive on byways if they are insured. It is 
illegal to damage public rights of way and no 
vehicle should drive over the common itself. 
Damage has also been done to the banks of 
the Pang by 4x4s driving along the river and 
up the bank, destroying it. A post will be put 
in the river which hopefully will stop this. 
Driving along the river bed is very 
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Bucklebury Cemetery 

Parish Council 

Matters Arising 

The Carols by candlelight before 
Christmas, after expenses raised the 
record amount of £253.62 for the 
Bucklebury Community Bus (school bus). 
We would like to thank everybody who 
came for their generosity.  
 
We are indebted to all the people who 
helped, Lindsey McNish for expertly 

guiding us through the programme, the Beeson family for the 
lights and delicious mulled wine, Theo and Dominic Powell for 
playing as people arrived, their mother Katie and the 
Bucklebury school recorder group, who excelled themselves, 
Julian Dobbin for lending his keyboard and Christine Evens 
for playing it with panache. Brockhurst and Marlston School 

detrimental to all the wildlife in the river. 
 WBPC have been advised that the phone boxes opposite 
Peaches Stores and by the Victory Room are so infrequently 
used that the expense of maintaining them is not justified and 
they will be removed.  
 
Please contact the clerk or a councillor if there is anything you 
wish to raise or report. We are happy to address any parish 
matter, large or small. 
 
Wynne Frankum, Chair BPC 

Bucklebury Vision is our Village Design Statement which can 
be accessed via the Parish Council website under Publications.  
Bucklebury Vision enables our community to have a greater 
influence on the future development in our Parish.  It is an aid 
to parishioners submitting planning applications and enables 
local people to have a more informed input to the planning 
process. 
 
The Parish Council is revising Bucklebury Vision, now 15 years 
old, and updating out-of-date material.  While it is still a very 
relevant document we would nonetheless appreciate any 
feedback on how it could be improved.  Please let me have 
your views. 
 
Barry Dickens 
Chair BPC Planning Committee 
barry.dickens@btinternet.com 

Bucklebury Vision 

for lending the sound equipment, Andrew Aldridge for the 
delicious biscuits and all the mince pie makers as well as all the 
parish councillors who gave up so much time. A great 
communal effort! Thank you.  
 
When the cracks on the chapel walls were investigated, it was 
discovered to everyone’s surprise that the chapel is an early 
example of a concrete structure, as is the original cemetery wall. 
So Bucklebury was at the cutting edge of concrete buildings!  It 
has been inspected by Sue Ellis who has responsibility for 
advising on whether structures are suitable for local listing and 
on her recommendation this will be pursued. 
 
Sue Ellis was also very interested in the metal grave markers, 
suggesting that they should also be listed. Hopefully that too 
will be done.   
 
Local listing is a category below national listing, for buildings 
and heritage assets of local interest that comply with the criteria 
laid down by the West Berkshire heritage Forum. 
 
BPC held a work party to cut back the rhododendrons in Jan. 
and it was decided that they have become so large that it would 
be advisable to employ a professional to deal with them. It is 
planned that they will be cut in stages. They are quite fast 
growing and hopefully people who look after the graves of 
family and friends will be pleased with the result.  
 
Wynne Frankum, chair of the Burial board.   
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Planning 

Since the last edition of The Oaks, questions have been asked about what the various remarks in the “BPC Status” column mean.  

To understand the answer, you need to understand a little of the planning process.  When a planning application is submitted to 

WBC, it first has to be registered.  Once registered, applications are sent out to the BPC for observations on the application.  BPC 

can make comments on applications and has to determine whether to support, object or have no objection on each application.  

BPC generally only supports applications where BPC is the applicant.   Generally, BPC only objects to applications if there is 

planning policy upon which WBC could refuse the application, or if it is felt to have a detrimental effect on the area.  In other 

cases, BPC will have no objection.  Once comments have been returned to WBC (within a certain timeframe), the Planning Officer 

at WBC will determine whether the application should be approved or refused; this decision doesn’t always reflect BPC’s views. 

There is a separate group of planning applications which are for Certificates of Lawfulness (signified by CERT after the number).  

These are slightly different to “normal” applications as they are dealt with on matters of fact only - not based on planning policy.  

A Certificate of Lawfulness is used to prove that something is legal because it has been ongoing for a certain number of years. 

Reference Description BPC Status WBC Status 

15/00296/OUTMAJ Land at Siege Cross Farm, Bath Road (Adjacent Parish). 
Outline application for the phased development of up to 495 dwellings; 
up to 250sqm of Use Class D1 floor space; a new primary school of up 
to 2 forms of entry; vehicular, pedestrian and cycle accesses; public 
open space; children’s play areas; landscaping; structural planting; new 
woodland planting; sustainable urban drainage measures including water 
detention basins; associated ground modelling; and all associated works.  
Means of vehicular access into the site proposed in full.  Matters to be 
considered: Access – Into the Site 

Object Refused by 
WBC. 

Taken to 
appeal 

16/01724/HOUSE Nine Elms Cottage, The Avenue 
Section 73A: Variation of condition 2: Plans approved, of planning per-
mission 12/01439/HOUSE – Relocation of main entrance, new link to 
garden room and removal of outbuilding (REF 11/01230/HOUSE 
consent 4.10.11; partially implemented). 

Object Approved by 
Planning 

Committee 

16/02318/HOUSE Ingleside, Hopgoods Green. 
The existing 4 bedroom dwelling will be converted into a 5 bedroom 
house and the existing garage will be demolished.  Parking spaces will be 
provided in front of the house, with a large timber frame garage to the 
side of the dwelling. 

Object Withdrawn 

16/02529/OUTD Land Adjacent to Summerfield, The Ridge (Adjacent Parish). 
Outline application for change of use of part of existing agricultural 
field to residential and the erection of 5 detached dwelling houses with 
ancillary garages, access, parking, landscaping and associated works.  
Matters to be considered access and layout. 

Object Awaiting 
decision. 

16/02423/FUL Land at Hartshill Copse. 
Gas fueled capacity mechanism generation plant to support the national 
grid. 

Object. Invalid. 

16/02477/FULD 39 Hillfoot 
Retrospective in part: Replacement dwelling.  This application is re-
quired as dwelling had to be demolished due to instability caused by 
severe frost and water damage. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

16/02496/HOUSE Brockley, Little Lane. 
Single storey extension to replace conservatory. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

16/02790/FUL & 
16/02794/LBC 

Fairchilds, Sadgrove Lane. 
Section 73 – Variation of condition 4 – Implementation of amended 
drawings of approved application 93/42717/FUL & 93/4718/LBC – 
Demolish existing study utility room and construction of two storey 
extension. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 
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The Clerk maintains a list of clubs and organisations within the 

parish.  This list is included in the Welcome Pack and on the 

website.  If you would like a copy or would like to be included 

on the list, please contact the Clerk. 

Parish Website 

BPC maintains a Bucklebury Website which contains a diary of 
things going on in the parish, minutes of all BPC meetings, a 
list of amenities and services and much more.  If you run a 
business within the parish and wish to have details listed on the 
site, please contact the Clerk.   
 
The Website can be found at www.buckleburyparish.org.  

Bucklebury Clubs/Organisations  

 

Reference Description BPC  
Status 

WBC  
Status 

16/02638/HOUSE 32 Broad Lane. 
Two storey extension and single storey garden room. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

16/02897/LBC2 Briar Cottage, Byles Green. 
Installation of through floor platform lift to enable access to first floor from 
kitchen below. 

Support Approved 

16/02923/CERTE Glenvale Nurseries, Hungerford Lane (Adjacent Parish). 
Retail garden centre. 

Comments Refused 

Taken to 
appeal 

16/02922/OUTD Glenvale Nurseries, Hungerford Lane (Adjacent Parish). 
Outline application for the demolition of garden centre and replace with 4 x 
custom build dwellings – Matters to be considered: Access. 

Object Refused 

16/03055/HOUSE Stable Cottage, Upper Woolhampton. 
Proposed side and front extension. 

Object Invalid 

16/03081/HOUSE Westrop Cottage, Westrop Green. 
Erection of a detached oak framed garage and garden office replacing exist-
ing outbuilding. 

No  
Objection 

  

16/03153/HOUSE 5 Catherine Place. 
Single storey oak framed orangery extension to rear. 

No  
Objection 

Approved 

16/03176/FUL Middle Wood, Hatch Lane. 
Change of use of land to residential for the positioning of a temporary mo-
bile home as a forestry worker’s dwelling (application for 3 years). 

No  
Objection 

Awaiting 
decision. 

16/03255/HOUSE High Barrow, Paradise Lane. 
Single storey front extension. 

No  
Objection 

Approved. 

16/03291/HOUSE 
& 
16/03292/LBC2 

Wallins, Westrop Green. 
Demolition of existing 1960’s and 1980’s single storey extension to the side 
of the original grade II listed cottage.  Construction of a new single storey 
extension in place of existing extensions.  Replacement of 2 non original 
crittall windows in original cottage with timber casement windows. 

No  
Objection 

Awaiting 
decision. 

16/03521/CERTE Marlston Farm. 
Use of land as domestic garden. 

Comments 
submitted. 

Awaiting 
decision. 

16/03522/CERTE Marlston Farm. 
Erection and use of building and adjoining land as a separate independent 
dwelling. 

Comments 
submitted. 

Awaiting 
decision. 
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Thames Valley Police  

Neighbourhood Team 

A pink stunt bicycle has been found in Woolhampton.  This 
will be held at Newbury Police Station until the 21 February 
2017.  There have been no reports of theft/loss of this bicycle 
in the TVP area, but if you believe that this is yours then please 
come to the front desk at Newbury station with either a 
photograph or a good description of your bike to claim it.  
Found property ref: 015/17. 
 
PCSO Sarah Preston C9881 

Bucklebury Water Supply 

In 2016 the residents of Bucklebury experienced an 
unprecedented number of burst water pipes. After a number of 
e-mails during the year BPC had a meeting with Thames Water 
to discuss the problems.  Below is the solution Thames Water 
is planning to install. 
 
The 120 booster installed at the bottom of Harts Hill about 5 
years ago was pioneering technology at the time.  It was the 
first one fitted on our [Thames Water’s] network.  However, 
within the last 12 months the boosters have deteriorated and 
are affected by pressure surges due to power cuts. This has 
been the cause of the numerous burst pipes in recent months 
and so funding has been sought to purchase a new one. One 
was fitted a couple of months ago but proved unsuitable.  
 
Thames Water is now going to scrap both the Thatcham and 
the Hart’s Hill boosters and replace them with one booster.   
The water mains through Bucklebury are regularly tested and 
are in good condition to take a reasonable pressure running 
through. 
 
The new booster will still have a mains electricity supply from 
SSE but it will also have an uninterruptable power supply 
(UPS) and a  generator with 24 hours supply of diesel on site as 
back up in case of power cuts. This will ensure a consistent 
power feed.  A site for the compound  has been located and we 
expect work to begin mid February 17. It should be completed 
mid- July and we will be required to test it for 28 days. This 
may have an impact on the water supply while it is being 
carried out.  
 
Thames Water maintain a list of vulnerable customers to whom 
they will supply bottled water direct to their homes in the case 
of no water.  If you wish to be placed on this list, please 
contact Thames Water on 0800 0093652. 

Making a difference in West Berkshire. 
 
Volunteer Village Agents are making a real difference to older 
and socially isolated residents in West Berkshire, helping them 
to find the services that can help improve the quality of their 
lives.  From loneliness to transport, fire safety to getting 
involved in community events and many other issues we can 
help. 
 
If you or some one you know, would like the help of a Village 

Agent or if you fancy volunteering to become an Agent 

yourself call our direct line on 01635 581001 or look at our 

website www.villageagentswb.org.uk  

Pink Stunt Bike 



Page 6 www.buckleburyparish.org The Oaks 

 

West Berks District  

Councillors 

May we start by wishing everyone a happy, prosperous and 
healthy 2017. 
 

I make no apology for writing about planning matters again on 
the basis that nothing is more controversial, or so it seems at 
times. 
 
I have reported before on the Local Plan covering up to 2026 
and how it was scrutinised by the Planning Inspectorate last 
summer. The Inspector’s report received in the autumn was 
mainly positive as he accepted the sites we had consulted on as 
“fit for purpose” without adding or removing any (which he 
had the power to do) and he agreed our housing numbers of 
665 houses per year was a robust number based on 
considerable research and that we have the necessary five year 
land supply for housing. We are just finishing the last 
consultation now, so we hope the plan will be adopted by 
Council in May on schedule. It was never a foregone 
conclusion that the Inspector would agree so wholeheartedly 
with us as he went to Aylesbury after considering our plan and 
promptly sent theirs back for considerably more work! 
 
We will soon be in a position therefore of having a fully “plan-
led” way to determine planning applications and we are 
vindicated, as this is being written, by another Inspector 
refusing permission for 64 houses in Burghfield, an application 
that is not included in our Plan. We currently have a few other 
large sites at Appeal (such as Siege Cross at the bottom of 
Harts Hill) being determined so hopefully the Inspectors 
looking at these will reach the same conclusion!  
 
If anyone would like more detail please call us as this, so far, is 
the good news. The less good news is that as soon as the Plan 
is adopted we start all over again with looking for sites to take 
us up to 2036, so we will be hearing a lot more about planning, 
especially as one of the government’s key policies is to boost 
housing numbers. 
 

Since the last Oaks was published it has been agreed by Council 
to request a “Boundary Review” which we have to do 
periodically to balance the number of electors each District 
Councillor has to represent. With development and population 
growth the numbers of electors in each ward has become out 
of balance. Nothing will change as far as our PARISH 
boundary is concerned but at the last review, which was fifteen 
years ago, we were given five parishes (Bucklebury, Bradfield, 

WBC Councillors’ Report 

Family 

Hermitage, Frilsham and Stanford Dingley) at District level to 
represent hence there are two of us.  
 
The Council has decided to reduce the number of Councillors 
from the current 52 to around 42 to help our budget issues and 
to streamline representation,  work is now ongoing to see 
which Parishes are joining together to form District Council 
wards. I have no idea of the likely outcome at this time, 
whether Bucklebury will remain a part of a larger collection of 
parishes with two of us or whether we will be part of a smaller 
group with only one Councillor as was the case before 2002. 
More news later in the year. 
 

As always please contact us if we can help on any District 
Council problems. 
Graham Pask  Tel/Fax: 01635 864023 

  Email: graham.pask@westberks.gov.uk 

Quentin Webb Tel/Fax: 01635 202646 

  Email:quentin.webb@westberks.gov.uk 

As always the staff and children at Pre-school have been busy 
over the past couple of months. The lead up to Christmas is 
always a magical time with children. Parents, family members 
and other members of the community had the opportunity in 
the last week of the Autumn Term to watch the Pre-school’s 
nativity performance. All who came to watch the performance 
raved about how wonderful it was and said that the children 
had done especially well. It is often extremely humbling to 
witness the extent to which children aged 3 and 4 years old 
cope within situations that would make a number of adults go 
weak at the knees! These children took to the stage with a 
definite air of confidence and sang and acted their little hearts 
out. Watch this space as we could have some Hollywood stars 
in the making! 
 
One of the things that we feel sets us apart from the rest is 
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West Berkshire Ballet School 

If 2017 continues the way it has started, 
then we’re in for a rollercoaster of a year... 
 
On 2nd day of 2017, 61 of us piled into the 
coach for our Christmas outing to the 
Royal Opera House to see the Royal 
Ballet’s beautiful production of The 
Nutcracker.  As Claire rightly commented 
“it was nearly as good as ours...”  More of 
that later.   Many of our cast were at the 

performance and we’re sure they have picked up some tips. 
 
On the 3rd day the results of our December ballet exams 
arrived - 53% of our 32 ballet exam candidates were awarded 
Distinction with over 80 marks!  Many congratulations to our 
dancers and Holly, their inspirational teacher. 
 
On the 4th day we learnt that Jenny had been awarded her DDI 
teaching qualification – fantastic news – all her hard work has 
paid off. 
 
The younger students were rewarded with a visit from Father 
Christmas during the final week of term – we think he was 
impressed with the dancing he watched, as everyone had a 
small gift. 
 
In November, 10 specially selected dancers went off to Sadlers 
Wells to compete, with literally hundreds of Cecchetti ballet 
students from all over England and Scotland, in the annual 
ballet awards.  We were very proud of you all for the 
professional way you represented WBBS and to come home 
with two commendations was the icing on the cake! 
 
2017 is the year of our bi-annual major ballet production.  Just 
short of 90 students will be performing in our very own 
adaptation of The Nutcracker, at Arlington Arts Centre on 3rd 
& 4th June.  As you will imagine, rehearsals are in full swing;  
sewing machines are hotting up and excitement is mounting.  
We think the dancers get so much out of performing on stage – 
it is great for their confidence and they learn so much from 
watching the older students in rehearsal – a taste of what they 
can look forward to and aim for in the future.  
 
Here’s to a wonderful dancing year!  
 
Jane Scholl, Claire Bowden, Holly Unnuk, Lucie Dale & 
Jenny Bennett 
wbbs.org and facebook. 

Nutcracker Stars 

Bucklebury Pre-school’s additional provision for rising school 
age children. Once children reach the ripe old age of 3.5 years 
they have the option to join our Little Acorns sessions. These 
sessions run two afternoons a week and provide the 
opportunity for our older children to engage in more focused 
learning. The focus of these sessions varies from week to week 
covering a wide range of objectives and vital life skills in 
preparation for the children starting school in September. Last 
term the Little Acorns had the opportunity to decorate and eat 
their own pizzas, spend money at the pre-school baker’s shop 
role play area and visit the local woods. They also completed 
additional activities such as making their own post box models 
and walking to the local post box to post their letters to Father 
Christmas. These activities provide vital learning experiences 
for the children within a safe setting and ensure that they are 
prepared for the broad curriculum that they will encounter 
once they begin Primary School. Maths skills, developing a 
broad vocabulary, learning to co-operate, share and 
communicate with each other are all vitally important to young 
children’s development. While having a mixture of age groups 
within the setting is beneficial in the main part, it is also hugely 
valuable for the older children to have time to focus on age 
appropriate tasks and learning opportunities within a smaller 
group environment.  
 
As always we have some exciting events coming up this term. 
Look out for details of our family Easter Hunt around the 
village. We look forward to seeing many faces, both familiar 
and new, at this event.  
 
Pre-school currently has a few spaces available, so if you are 
interested and would like to find out more or to arrange a visit, 
please email chair@buckleburypreschool.co.uk. Alternatively 
w h y  n o t  c h e c k  o u t  o u r  w e b s i t e 
www.buckleburypreschool.co.uk or our Bucklebury Pre-School 
Facebook page for further details of our past, present and 
future events.  
 
Samantha Hillerton 
Bucklebury Pre-School Chair 
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Organisations 

Our busy, energetic unit continues to thrive. We have 
welcomed a steady stream of new members as well as preparing 
some of our older Guides for moving on to Rangers. 
 
We began the term by focusing on team skills including 
completing a Go For It! and a Ready, Steady Cook! style 
challenge. In October we ran a stall at Bucklebury Beerfest 
then we braved the cold and mud for a night walk around 
Bucklebury in November collecting glow bands as we went 
(and to keep us on the right path!) As we have done for many 
years, we also took part in the Remembrance service at St 
Mary's.  
 
We enjoyed an evening painting ceramics in Thatcham and 
everyone came away with a unique piece of crockery or animal. 
There was also a session of Circus skills run by a very talented 
performer - it was great fun to try to learn some of the skills 
with the wide variety of equipment he brought; the Circus 
Performer badge was well earned by the end of the evening! 
 
In December we were lucky enough to welcome PC Coombs 
to the unit to run a CSI evening where we took each other’s 
fingerprints, watched video evidence looking for clues and used 
finger print powder to create personalised key rings. Of course 
we enjoyed a fun Guide-led Christmas party. 
 
This term we are looking forward to completing the Cooks 
badge which involves learning about different types of food as 
well as comparing similar meals cooked from fresh or ready 
made - lots of eating as usual.  We also have a climbing evening 
planned with Adventure Dolphin and then a joint Easter 
meeting with local Brownies and Rainbows. 
 
A major change for the unit this year is that we are moving 
venue and time. From February 20th 2017 we will be holding 
our Guides sessions on Monday evenings (7-8:30pm) at The 
Victory Room in Bucklebury.  We are really looking forward to 
using the outdoor space there. 
 
If you are interested in joining us, please do get in touch. We 
always welcome local girls onto our waiting list, and are really 
interested in ladies who would like to join us in helping to run 
the unit. Bucklebury is a very popular and busy unit. Adult 
helpers may not get paid, but we certainly do have a lot of fun.  
 
Mel Wilkes (wilkesam@globalnet.co.uk) and Amy 
Coombs (amy@pettituk.com)  

Bucklebury and Marlston  
Horticultural Society 

The light blue 2017 schedules should now be distributed to all 
members, so please take time to browse through.  It contains 
all you need to know about this year’s activities and how you 
can make the most of your membership.  There was a supply 
problem with the Fothergill seed catalogues last autumn, but I 
now have ample supplies of their latest copy, which will be 
available at the February meeting. If you need seeds give me a 
ring and I will drop a catalogue to you.  I will not be sending 
our order until the end of February. Please return your order 
form to me by then, and the seeds will be with you in plenty of 
time for sowing.  Harking back to the AGM you will be pleased 
to know that the society is in fine shape, and since then the 
“Monte Carlo or Bust!” social was a very successful evening 
and contributed substantially to our funds. 
 
You would have noticed that there is no January meeting this 
year.  Our first is on Friday 17th February, which sees the return 
of Tom Way, with an update of his travels.  He returns by 
popular request after his spectacular presentation last year.  
Also at this meeting I will collect seed orders and reservations 
for the coach trip to the Royal Gardens at Highgrove.  This is a 
very special trip and includes a guided tour of this exclusive 
garden.  So exclusive that we need to pay up front for a group 
visit, so deposits will be required for the limited places (only 26 
members). 
 
I know that this year poses many portentous dilemmas.  Will 
Donald Trump remain devoted to his new Russian best-friend?  
Is China buying up all the footballers in the Premiership?  Will 
our Garden Centres still be full of imported Dutch plants?  But 
our grass will grow regardless and still need cutting, and now is 
a good time for seeing the bones of your garden and make 
plans for clearing and re-planting a tired section, and prepare 
our gardens for spring. After a mild autumn and start to this 
year we already find snowdrops and daffodils in bloom, other 
bulbs are beginning to show, and soon we will discover how 
well our plants have survived the winter.  Always be wary of a 
cold snap around the corner.  The last two years have been 
slow to warm up with cold spells in April and May.  Who 
knows?  The answer is blowing in the wind; “Brexit” may 
restore control of our borders, but not our weather.  
 
Looking forward to the next few months we have several 
evening events to enjoy. On Friday 17th March, Rosemary 
Hardy will inspire us with some new perennial plant 
introductions.  Rosemary is a regular exhibitor at Chelsea, and 
her nursery, near Whitchurch, has consistently won awards.  
Even more local, on Friday 28th April, Crissy Clemson will tell 
of recent developments at White Tower Nurseries in 
Aldermaston.  Then we are invited to Cottismore Garden 
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Centre’s open evening on Thursday 11th May.  Our Spring 
Show is on Friday 7th April.  Meetings start at eight, although 
entries for the show should arrive before 7.30 pm.     
 
Don’t forget to visit the nurseries and garden centres listed in 
our book. If you feel you have the energy to help the Society, 
why not join our very small and intimate committee? 
   
Details of all our activities are included in our 2017 schedule.  
New members are always welcome, bring a friend or neighbour 
to any of our events.  Membership is free for a trial year, 
contact John Wright (01635 863429). 
 
Happy Gardening. 
Derek Matthews (0118 9712587) 

Bucklebury Walkers 

We still meet on the first Thursday of each month – list on the 
Bucklebury web page or Helen, 01635 867619 
grannyrelf@btinternet.com – at 10.00 a.m. for about 3 – 4 
miles but we now also run a shorter walk leaving at 10.30 and 
walking for about 2 miles.  We then meet back at the venue for 
coffee and sometimes lunch - you are welcome to join either 
group. 
 
When the group first started one of our members fell flat on 
his face in the mud and thus began the annual Green Welly 
Award!  Some miniature green wellies were purchased from 
The National Trust and these have been passed from member 
to member ever since at the Christmas meal held at The 
Cottage Inn.  They are awarded for various reasons (some not 
mentioned) as you will see in the poem below.    

 
 

A WALKER’S LAMENT 
 

I sit beside the fire and think of all that I have seen 
Of meadows, flowers and butterflies in summers that have 

been, 
And as I think of all these things 

As I sit beside my tele 
My walker’s sad lament is this – 

I’ve never won those wellies! 
 

My wife has won them don’t you know 
For making Christmas trees 

And Richard Sadler won them 
For having knobbly knees. 

 
Ian Westbury grabbed the prize 

By wearing funny hats 
And Roger Baker fell in mud 
Now would you fancy that? 

 
Now what is it that I must do 

To win the prize I covet? 
I have an idea, a simple one, 

But I think you’ll love it. 

 
I’ll become a naked rambler 

Clutching just a stick 
But no, that’s not a good idea 

I’d look a stupid boy (I couldn’t think of anything else to rhyme there) 
 

But here we are again in the lovely Cottage Inn 
Our genial host is Gary, with such a lovely grin. 

It must be said he is the best the pub has ever had 
But really that’s not saying much, 

‘Cos the others were so bad 
(Apologies to the parents of previous landlords!) 

 
Now Helen takes the centre stage to announce the welly prize 

Alas, it’s not me again and teardrops fill my eyes. 
Another year has passed me by, the mantelpiece is bare 

My hopes and dreams lie shattered 
As the wellies don’t sit there. 

 
Ian Dalgarno, December 2016.  
 
I should mention that any insult, inaccuracy or plagiarism is 
purely intentional. 
(Thanks to J.R.R. Tolkein for the first couple of lines, which refer to 
Bucklebury, as some of you will realise.) 
 
Thank you, Ian, for this excellent ‘lament’. 
 
Helen Relf,  01636 867619  - grannyrelf@btinternet.com. 
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Tuesday Ladies’ Club (TLC) 

On behalf of the committee I would 
like to wish a Happy and healthy New 
Year and to all our members past, 
present and future. 
 
2016 has been a topsy-turvy year for 
the U.K. but our Ladies Club has 

excelled in the quality and variety of speakers that our members 
have enjoyed. 
 
We had a history theme this year covering Thatcham presented 
by Tony Higgott, the following month the designing of Canary 
Warf and later in the year Ufton Court presented by Linda 
Clark.  Our autumn program started with a talk on Highclere 
Castle touching on Downton Abbey.  We had a skincare talk 
with Andressa, and in April an insight into our West Berkshire 

Bucklebury History Society 

Following an interesting meeting in September where 30 of us 
looked at old photographs of Bucklebury, we have decided to 
hold another on Thursday 30th March 2017 at 7.30 p.m.  
Again, in The Oak Room, and, as before, numbers are limited 
so please get in touch if you would like a ticket for the evening.  
There is a nominal charge of £2 (payable on the night) to cover 
the hire of the room and refreshments.   
 
Please bring along any photographs you have and would like to 
share with us. 
 
Helen Relf, 01635 867619 – grannyrelf@btinternet.com.  

TLC Christmas Party 

wildlife from BBOWT’S Simon Barnett. Towards the end of 
2016 the theme changed a little and we welcomed Malcolm 
Nelson to talk about his working life at Heathrow’s Custom 
and Excise “ Catching smugglers”.  This meeting was unusual 
in that we welcomed guests; it was really good to see that 
husbands/friends/partners enjoyed an informative and highly 
amusing evening.  We will all look at our fellow aeroplane 
travellers in a totally different light from now on!  Our theme 
then moved  to food and the much loved Tilly’s Chocolates  
and finished the year with a packed and very successful Turkish 
Christmas Party all food supplied by Oz Graves along with a 
short demonstration.  The feedback on this year’s party has 
been very positive and gives us food for   thought (sorry about 
the Pun) for future Christmases. 
 
This now takes me to 2017: 
Jan 10th Tom Way on Wildlife Photography an open to all 
evening 
Feb 14th Quiz night 
Mar 14th Sugarcraft with Louise Embling and an Easter theme 
Apr 11th Chant Crafts with Fiona who specialises in card 
folding pictures 
May 9th Foraging for fungi with Chef Matthew Dorich 
June 13th Afternoon cream tea 
July 11th Walk/talk by the Kennet and Avon Canal Trust 
No meeting in August 
 
This is your Ladies Club and we would love to meet new 
members and welcome new ideas. Attendance to some of our 
meetings in 2016 was disappointing; we have a full and varied 
diary of speakers this year so please come along and support us. 
We would love to see you.  We meet on the second Tuesday of 
the month in the Oak Room in Upper Bucklebury. The cost of 
each meeting is £3 to cover the hire of the hall, speakers and 
refreshment. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Committee members: Wynne Frankum, Jackie Sadler, 
Hilary Pask. Karin Warne and Susan Puri 

Bucklebury Events Committee 

The committee helped with another successful Beerfest to raise 
money for the Victory Room.  
 
The next event is Call My (Wine) Bluff at Woody’s in March. 
The last two were great fun. Come and see how good you are 
at guessing which wine is which!  See the advert in this edition.  
It was decided to hold the Christmas Tree Festival in alternate 
years so Sunday 3rd December 2017 has already been booked. 
This will be held at the Memorial Hall and we hope it will be as 
enjoyable as the last one. 
 
If you would like to get involved with the fun of planning 
events, please email rwfrankum@outlook.com 
 
Bucklebury Events Committee 
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Halls 

Having gained planning approval based 
on the new build for the Victory Room, 
the committee are now focused on 
fundraising. The biggest fundraising 
event that the committee organise is of 
course the Beerfest, which was held on 
October 8th. It is now a very popular 

event with plenty of beers to sample, and trade stalls to visit, as 
well the dog show, and attractions for children. This year we 
made a profit of £2700, a little down on last year's possibly due 
to the cold and windy weather with rain setting in by mid 
afternoon. 
 
Aside running our normal fundraising events such as the 
annual Beerfest and the forthcoming Ceilidh on 11th February, 
projects of this magnitude cannot succeed through community 
fundraising alone - we need the support of diverse trusts and 
organisations who share our values and aspirations for the 
community. With that in mind the Committee have identified 
various sectors that are relevant to the hall's purpose and 
future  - youth bodies, sports foundations, church organisations 
etc -  and have started to approach these.  The Trustee Board is 
very grateful for the continuing financial support from the 
Parish Council. A presentation pack is being drawn up this 
month to support follow-up meetings this Spring. Meanwhile 
we have also received private donations from individuals for 
which we are hugely grateful, and we will keep you posted on 
our progress in future editions of The Oaks and via the parish 
website. 
 
The Victory Room is a great meeting place in the community, 
for the community, where many local groups such as the 
scouts, cubs and guides can enjoy the outside space of the 
recreation ground as well as the facilities of the Victory Room. 
We would welcome your support - whether it is with your 
time or financially - to develop a facility that both we and 
future generations can all be proud of. In the meantime, 
lettings as usual are though our hardworking lettings secretary, 
Dini Hunt, who can be contacted by email at 
Dini.hunt@btinternet.com or by phone 0118 9712597. 
 
John Clarke  
Chairman of the Trustees  
0118 9712768 
john.clarke@live.co.uk  

Mah-jong 
We meet on the first and third Mondays of each month (not 
Bank Holidays) for a couple of hours of fun and relaxation.  
We are a mixed group and welcome beginners.  At the moment 
we don’t score at the end of each game but do have a member 
who is proficient in this should you wish to learn.   
 
We usually have 12 – 15 playing each time and chat over a cup 
of tea and a biscuit (or two) as well.  Cost is £1.50 per person. 
 
We play using the rules written by Max Robertson, whose book 
“The Game of Mah-Jong” has been accepted as the foremost 
authoritative guide to the rules and scoring of this fascinating 
game.  It is a Penguin book, ISBN 978-0-14-300659-6, and 
would be available through bookshops or on line.  The U3A in 
Thatcham also follow these rules so it would be easy for 
anyone to join their group.  I also have photocopied sheets 
showing the basic hands from this book available to members. 
 
Do come along and enjoy a fun afternoon with lots of laughs. 
 
Helen Relf, 01635 867619 - grannyrelf@btinternet.com    

 

The Victory Room 
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Sports 

Bucklebury Memorial Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer needed!! 
Our wonderful secretary is retiring in a few months. 

We need someone to take minutes at about 6 meetings per 
year. 

If you would like to help us run this valuable resource please 
contact Mike Scholl on 01635868607 

MikeScholl@btinternet.com or speak to any of the hall trustees 
The Hall continues to be very popular with 5 or 6 bookings 
most days. Nevertheless we keep weekends free for parties and 
there are slots available if you want to use the hall on a regular 
basis. 
The hall diary is on www.BuckleburyMemorialHall.org.uk as 
are details of most of the different activities that take place at 
the hall. 

Bucklebury Wolves 

 

THE HIGHLAND 
CEILIDH 

Saturday 11th February 2017  7.30 for 8.00pm 
 

at the Victory Room, Bucklebury Village. RG7 6PS 
 

The haggis will be piped in about 8 o’clock  followed by 
a wee dram and a 2 course supper. 

 The bar will be open for wines and spirits. 
 

Pipe Major Ron Paterson with the St Andrews Scottish 
dancers 

will guide us through a number of reels, strathspeys and 
waltzes 

and everyone who wishes can join in.  There is a defibrillator 
at the door! 

Mandy Shora will entertain us with a number of 
 Scottish Songs and Ballads and there will be many Royal and 

not so Royal Toasts. 
 Auld Lang Syne at about 11.30  

and carriages at 11.45. 
 

Tickets £20 (£10 under 16) from Alastair McOran-Campbell 
0118 971 3325 or mcoran@btinternet.com 

Please book early as numbers are limited. 
Dress: Formal, Evening or Highland Dress. 
(proceeds towards the new Victory Room) 

 

 

Who are those children playing at 
the Victory Room fields on 
Saturday morning?  

 
We are the Bucklebury Wolves Football Club.  
 
A FREE, voluntary run club for children from the local area. 
With all abilities, we give children the chance to make friends 
and play football in our beautiful parish. It’s all about having 
fun! 
 
Over the last few years, it has been challenging to raise funds 
for the club due to austerity. Our aim is to keep the club FREE 
of charge and welcome every child. All donations are welcome 
to keep club going. If you would like more information, please 
visit www.buckleburywolves.co.uk 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers!  
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Bucklebury Tennis Club 

Tennis in Bucklebury 

www.buckleburytennisclub.com  
 

IT IS TIME TO THINK ABOUT TENNIS! 
 
The country has a world No 1 ANDY MURRAY  
Our GB team won the worldwide competition. The Davis Cup, 
and our national players are all creeping up the leader board in 
the world ranking.  It is time for you to get involved!   
 
Bucklebury is an excellent place to start.  
We have 2 all weather courts and they are available to anyone 
who would like to play.  There is a small charge for the court, 
but the facility is there for everyone to use.  All it needs is a 
phone call or an e-mail to Mike James and you can book up a 
court for the time of your choice. 
 
What’s available? 

Opportunities to keep fit. 
Coaching and instruction (Junior Coaching after school) 
Competitive matches  
Club Mix-ins. 
Club tournaments and light hearted competitions. 

 
SO WHY DON’T YOU COME ALONG AND TRY IT 
OUT? 
And perhaps JOIN the Club. 
 
All enquiries to Mike James e-mail  
m-a-james@tiscali.co.uk or Phone 01189712285 

Bucklebury Badminton Club 

Is getting fit your new year’s resolution?  If so, why not come 
and play badminton?  It’s energetic, it’s fun and it’s sociable.  It 
doesn’t matter if you’ve never played before or maybe you 
haven’t played for a while.  All are welcome. 
 
Club night, which is every Tuesday, is very well attended at the 
moment.  However, we have four courts so even with a good 
turnout, there’s not much time to chat between games.  The 
current age range is 16 to 65 and we have a good mix of ages.  
We play ladies, men’s and mixed doubles on club night; if you 
come you will play with a variety of abilities.  If you are a more 
serious player, there will be plenty of opportunities to play 
matches or you can just come for fun and fitness.  We would 
particularly welcome ladies who would like to play matches.  
We have a mixed A and B team depending on your standard.  
We also have a ladies and two men’s teams. 
 
We now have a level one qualified coach who is on hand to 
help at all levels.  He has already raised the club standard and 
the teams are winning matches on a more regular basis.   
 
For more information check our website or Facebook.  If you 
prefer you can phone for a chat before you come along.   
 
VENUE: Elstree School, Woolhampton, RG7 5TD 
DAY: Tuesday 8 to 10 p.m. September to mid July 
COST: £5 for visitors (deducted from subscription which is 
£110 per annum pro rata.  £50 for students) 
CONTACT:  
Margaret Neville 01635 873811  
margaretnev@yahoo.co.uk  
http://buckleburybadminton.intheteam.com  

West Berkshire Countryside Society 
 

AN ANCIENT TRACK - THE MIDDLE RIDGEWAY 
7.45 – 9.00pm, Wednesday 29th March at the Oak 

Room, Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury 
 
Join us for a fascinating evening exploring the Middle 

Ridgeway with Patrick Dillon who takes us on a 
journey on this ancient track through the iconic chalk 

landscape between Goring Gap and Avebury. His talk 
will include illustrations from his book co-authored by 

Eric Jones and beautifully illustrated with new 
paintings by his daughter, well known artist Anna 

Dillon. 
 
Admission free, no need to book. 
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West Berkshire  
Countryside Society (WBCS) 

After the war, when she and her husband came to live in Bucklebury, 
Mrs. Cecilia Millson produced some historical scenes for the Women’s 
Institute.  In her research she had to delve into the history of Bucklebury 
and in doing so she became interested personally.  Mrs. Millson kindly 
agreed to write a series of articles on Bucklebury for the magazine, and 
these were first printed cir 1973.   

 
Part V 

Lord Bolingbroke 
 
“He was a perfect country gentleman at Bucklebury.  He 
smoked tobacco with one or two neighbours.  He enquired 
after the wheat in such and such field, he went to visit his 
hounds and knew all their names.  He and his lady saw me to 
my chamber just in the country fashion.  His house is just in 
the midst of £3000 a year he had by his lady, who is descended 
from Jack of Newbury, of whom books and ballards are 
written”.  So wrote Dean Swift after a visit to his friend, Lord 
Bolingbroke. 
 
During this period of great hospitality at Bucklebury the manor 
house was enlarged and the kitchen, with its massive fireplace 
and spit, was built.  It stands today, a reminder of the days 
when Lady Bolingbroke owned the Manor. 
 
Trees were planted, including some of the famous oaks, 
probably to commemorate a visit from Queen Anne as she 
passed from London to Oxford, or as a tribute to the victories 
of Bolingbroke’s friend, the Duke of Marlborough.  Alas, the 
domestic scene was not as happy as the story told by Dean 
Swift and Lord Bolingbroke, never a faithful husband, finally 
deserted his wife in 1713.  Two years later, he was accused of 
being involved in a Jacobite plot and he left England to escape 
impeachment.  Frances Bolingbroke never saw her husband 
again.  Broken hearted, she died in 1718 and her ghost is 
reputed to haunt the village as she passes through in a coach 
drawn by six black horses. 
 
The manor, which should have remained in Lord Bolingbroke’s 
possession during his lifetime, passed to Lady Bolingbroke’s 

HISTORY OF BUCKLEBURY 
CECILIA MILLSON 

Event Diary February – March 2017 
The events below give you the opportunity to come out on 
practical tasks, learn new skills, meet new people and, above all, 
enjoy yourself. The tasks usually begin around 10am and finish 
by 3pm but you are very welcome to come for as much time as 
you wish to give during these hours. Please wear suitable 
footwear and clothing, and bring a packed lunch if you are 
coming for the full day. Hot drinks are usually provided, as are 
the necessary tools. 

February 

Sat-11-Feb 10.30am - 1.00pm Meet at Angels Corner, 
Bucklebury Common, SU550 688. Join the Bucklebury 
Heathland Group to help maintain this important heathland 
habitat.  

March 

Sun-12-Mar 10.30am - 1.00pm Bucklebury Common, 
heathland management SU550 688. Join the Bucklebury 
Heathland Group to help maintain this important heathland 
habitat. Meet at Angels Corner SU 550 688 

Tue-28-Mar 10.00am Rushall Manor Farm, off Back Lane, 
Bradfield SU584 723. Woodland management, coppicing and 

Bucklebury Heathland  
Conservation Group 

Volunteers have been busy on the Lower common this winter. 
Our own Group have cleared and burnt up three areas of birch 
and pine, and three visits from the "Tuesday Mob" ( up to 22 
people) have cleared and burnt large areas. They do an amazing 
amount of work in a day! 
  
On the Upper Common a contractor will be attacking large 
areas of gorse. We have not yet got gorse control under 
control, as fast as we cut it grows again! 
 
We did not have an attack of heather beetle last summer, so the 
heather looks flourishing. 
 
As we have had a dry winter I am hopeful the wood larks 
might re appear this spring. 
 
Do come and walk on the common, the birds are starting to 

sing, spring is around the corner.  

Country Life 

ride widening. Meet at the Black Barn off Back Lane between 
Stanford Dingley and Bradfield. 

Wed-29-Mar 7.45 - 9.00pm AN ANCIENT TRACK - THE 
MIDDLE RIDGEWAY Oak Room, Memorial Hall, Broad 
Lane, Upper Bucklebury, RG7 6QH. Join us for a fascinating 
evening exploring the Middle Ridgeway with Patrick Dillon 
who takes us on a journey on this ancient track through the 
iconic chalk landscape between Goring Gap and Avebury. His 
talk will include illustrations from his book co-authored by Eric 
Jones and beautifully illustrated with new paintings by his 
daughter, well known artist Anna Dillon. Please note there is 
no entry charge for this talk. 
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Contributions 

Material to appear in The Oaks should be sent neatly typed 

for scanning or as a word-processor document (e.g. MS 

Word), attached to an e-mail and sent to 

“lindy.clarke@live.co.uk”.  Don’t worry about layout as it 

will be re-formatted to the house-style.  Please supply any 

pictures or artwork as separate files, as they are not usually 

recoverable from word processor files and don’t forget to 

include captions for the pictures. 

All contributions appertaining to the Parish are very 

welcome but the Parish Council reserves the right to 

adapt or omit submissions. 

The deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month 

prior to publication. 

Wynne Frankum  

Published in February, May and October 

By Bucklebury Parish Council. 

Helen Pratt, Clerk, 

Jasmine Cottage, Byles Green, Upper Bucklebury, 

Reading. RG7 6SD. Telephone: 01635 863581 

E-mail:buckleburyparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk 

Copyright © Bucklebury Parish Council, 2017 

(Printed by The Alpha Xperience, Newbury 

Telephone 01635 523240) 

Distributed free to all households in Bucklebury Parish,  

and on the web: 

http://buckleburyparish.org/publications/the-oaks 

sister, Mary, who had married Robert Packer of Shellingford.  
It was from his family home that the famous “fly” window was 
brought to our Church.  When Lord Bolingbroke eventually 
returned from exile, he took revenge on Bucklebury for his 
dispossession of the estate.  He ordered many trees to be felled 
before Robert Packer could restrain him from his vandalism. 
 
At her death Mary Packer’s son, Winchcombe Howard Packer, 
became Lord of the Manor.  He died, unmarried, in 1746 and 
his brother and heir, Henry Packer, died two months later.  
Their sister, Elizabeth, had married a distinguished 
Philosopher, David Hartley, and their son, Winchcombe Henry 
Hartley, inherited his uncle’s estates at Bucklebury and 
Donnington. 
 
In 1749 William Dodwell was appointed Vicar of Bucklebury.  
The complete Church registers so impressed him that he had 
them bound together to prevent the loss of the early records. 
The interest displayed in these documents at the Flower 
Festival was a tribute to the forethought of this 18th century 
vicar. 
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 Parish Diary Dates  

February   

6th Mah-jong 2.00pm The Oak Room 

11th Bucklebury Heathland Group 10.30am Angels Corner, Bucklebury Common 

11th The Highland Ceilidh 7.30pm for 8.00pm The Victory Room 

13th Bucklebury Parish Council 7.45pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

14th Tuesday Ladies Club 7.45pm The Oak Room 

20th Mah-jong 2.00pm The Oak Room 

27th Planning Committee 8.00pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

March   

2nd Bucklebury Walkers 10.00am or 10.30am The Cottage Inn, Upper Bucklebury 

6th Mah-jong 2.00pm The Oak Room 

11th Call My (Wine) Bluff 7.30pm Woody’s, Bucklebury Farmpark 

12th Bucklebury Heathland Group 10.30am Angels Corner, Bucklebury Common 

13th Bucklebury Parish Council 7.45pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

14th Tuesday Ladies Club 7.45pm The Oak Room 

17th Horticultural Society 8.00pm Memorial Hall 

18th Common Clearing 2.00pm Memorial Hall 

20th Mah-jong 2.00pm The Oak Room 

27th Planning Committee 8.00pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

28th  West Berkshire Countryside Society 10.00am Black Barn, off Back Lane. 

29th West Berkshire Countryside Society 7.45pm The Oak Room 

30th Bucklebury History Group 7.30pm The Oak Room 

April   

3rd Mah-jong 2.00pm The Oak Room 

6th Bucklebury Walkers 10.00am or 10.30am The Cottage Inn, Upper Bucklebury 

10th Bucklebury Parish Council 7.45pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

11th Tuesday Ladies Club 7.45pm The Oak Room 

24th Planning Committee 8.00pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

28th Horticultural Society 8.00pm Memorial Hall 

May    

4th Bucklebury Walkers 10.00am or 10.30am TBA 

8th Bucklebury Parish Council 7.45pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

9th Tuesday Ladies Club 7.45pm The Oak Room 

15th Mah-jong 2.00pm The Oak Room 

19th Bucklebury Annual Assembly 8.00pm Memorial Hall 

22nd Planning Committee 8.00pm Committee Room, Memorial Hall 

    

    

    


